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Payne calls for 
investigation 
of Newark 
school takeover 


TRENTON — Assemblyman 
William Payne urged the U.S. 
Attorney for New Jersey to con- 
vene a federal Grand Jury inves- 
tigation of the state’s takeover of 
the Newark school system and a 
corresponding $73 million bud- 
get deficit that has arisen under 
state control 

In a letter to U.S. Attorney 
Robert J. Cleary, Payne (D- 
Newark) requested the investi- 
gation target the state 
Department of Education and 
determine if criminal negligence 
contributed to the state’s 
abysmal operating record in the 
Newark schools system. 

“The state's failures tran- 

scend simple carelessness and 
incompetence,” Payne, a member 
of the Assembly Appropriations 
Committee, wrote in his letter to 
Cleary. 
Payne said he decided to 
seek the federal investigation for 
two reasons: federal money is 
used to help run various pro- 
grams in the state’s school dis- 
triets and a federal probe would 
provide a strong measure of 
independence that could not be 
assured in a state-run investiga- 
tion. 

“The notion that the state 
education bureducracy ors the 
state Attorney General could 
conduct such a probe stretches 
the bounds of credulity,” said 
Payne. “A state investigation 
would be tantamount to the fox 
guarding the chicken coop.” 

Payne originally floated the 
idea of a federal probe last week 
when the Star-Ledger of Newark 
revealed the reported deficit in 
the state's school takeover oper- 
ating budget had ballooned by 
an additional $15 million, from 
$58 million to $78 million. 

He said the budget bungling 
“borders on criminality” and he 
suggested that the state DOE’s 
incompetence and possible 
malfeasance would best be 
examined by federal authorities. 

Payne said he hopes other 
legislators — irrespective of 
their political party or their geo- 
graphic representation — would 
join with him in seeking a feder- 
al probe of how the city’s school 
budget sprung a gaping budget 
hole while under state control. 
Payne noted that the state took 
over the Newark system five 
years ago. 

“Everybody should be con- 
cerned with what is going on 
with the Newark takeover situa- 
tion,” said Payne. “There is a 
disturbing lack of accountability 
for a massive amount of public 
funds. All of New Jersey has a 
stake in rooting out the truth in 
this fiscal debacle and seeing to 
it that this sort of breakdown 
does not happen again.” 

See TAKEOVER, page A8 


2000 


iA 
A reunion for New Jersey's most influential 


by Gilda Rogers 


Making a mad dash from 
Washington D.C. after voting on 
gun legislation on the senate 
floor, City News’ “Special 
Honoree” New Jersey Senator 
Frank Lautenberg, unexpectedly 
arrived at the “2000 Gala 
Reunion of the 100 Most 
Influential” short of the final 
curtain at the New Jersey 


Performing Arts Center on April ` 


27. He was determined to make 
the festive occasion, according to 
his aide, Monica Slater. 


Al Koeppe, President and COO of PSE&G 


This event, the finale of what 
has become a highly respected 
and reserved date on many peo- 
ple’s calendar was born five 
years ago as the brainchild of 
City News’ President Jan 
Johnson. The purpose of the 
event has been to honor resi- 
dents from across the state who 
have upheld the valiant efforts 
and relentless mission of the 
publishers — to serve and uplift 
the black community. 

Those recognized for their 
good deeds this year, along with 
Sen. Lautenberg were, Secre- 


jan, president and CEO of GPU 


Richard Zahh, President of Schering Laboratories 
son, President and Publisher of City 
News Publishing Group 


tary of State Rev. DeForest 
“Buster” Soaries, Jr., Rev. David 
Jeffegson of Metropolitan 
Baptist Church in Newark; 
GPU, Inc. Chairman, President 


and CEO Fred. D. Hafer; and 
Rev. Reginald Jackson, execu- 
tive director of the Black 


Minister’s Council. 

Í The buzzing sound of people 
om the business, religious, 
Bolitical, education, and commu- 
Rity fronts engaged in conversa- 
tion, making acquaintances, and 


See FINALE, page B1 


Misdiagnosis for women and blacks 


by Jeff Donn 


(AP) — Emergency rooms 
miss the signs of a heart attack 
in only about 2 percent of 
patients, but much more often in 
blacks and young or middle-aged 
women, a study finds. 

About 1.7 million patients 
are admitted to U.S. hospitals 
each year with heart attacks or 
the warning chest pains known 
as unstable angina. The study 
finds that emergency rooms 
incorrectly send home about 
26,000 other patients each year 
with the same conditions. 

“The good news is it’s only 2 
percent. The bad news is that’s 
26,000 patients,” said Dr. Harry 


Selker, a reseacher at New 
England Medical Center in 
Boston. 


The study, published today 
in The New England Journal of 
Medicine, tracked 10,689 


patients at 10 hospitals in the 
East and Midwest. It was the 
largest study ever to check accu- 
racy of diagnoses on emergency 
room heart patients. 

The Medical College of 
Wisconsin provided about 10 
pee of the patients in the 
stud: 

T the study, doctors missed 
unstable angina in just 2.3 per- 
cent of patients and heart 
attacks in 2.1 percent. However, 
the mistake rates for the com- 
bined problems ranged widely 
among the hospitals: from 0 to 
11 percent. 

The study found wrong diag- 
noses for 4.3 percent of blacks 
and 7 percent of women younger 
than 55. 

Researchers said the rate is 
important to know, because hos- 
pitals are under such financial 
pressure to curtail unnecessary 
admissions. Patients wrongly 


sent home with acute heart 
problems are at much higher 
risk of death. 

Selker said hospitals and 
insurers should routinely moni- 
tor such rates at specific hospi- 
tals, especially in this cost-cut- 
ting environment. 

His research colleague, Dr. J. 
Hector Pope, at  Baystate 
Medical Center in Springfield, 
said emergency room doctors 
should take careful medical his- 
tories, examine patients thor- 
oughly, and make smart use of 
the testing methods. 

Researchers -gave several 
possible explanations for why 
more women and blacks are 
missed. Other research suggests 
that the signature symptom of a 
heart attack, the severe chest 
pain, is absent more often in 
women than men. The study 
team also said its own earlier 
research suggested that black 


jatients are younger overall and 
iore often are women. 

“We need to be particularly 
reful when seeing women and 
ninorities, who may have non- 
raditional heart attack warning 
igns, such as shortness of 
reath or nausea,” said Dr. Rose 
Marie Robertson, president-elect 
of the American Heart Associa- 


ion. 
But the study researchers 
lso said they cannot rule out 
xism and racism. 
Brenda Romney, policy direc- 


r at the National Black 
omen’s Health Project in 
ashington, D.C, largely 


lamed personal and institution- 
l discrimination. 

“Its embedded in our soci- 
ty,” she said. “Your race and 
our sex in this society does have 

‘an impact on how you enter the 
ealth system and what kind of 
“care you get.” 


Nonprofits benefit from 


Prudential’s 


by Gilda Rogers 


For the 200 or go non-profit 
organization representatives that 
gathered at the New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center on April 
24, what they heard was music to 
their ears and what each saw was 
a great opportunity to continue 
their valiant efforts in helping to 
reshape Newark and its resi- 
dents. 

Prudential Insurance 
Company, announced in com- 
memoration of its 125th 
Anniversary a $20 million dollar 
fund that will help the city’s non- 
profit sector to grow, maintain, 
and sustain the spirit in which 
the organization was founded. 


“It was my idea,” said 
Gabriella Morris, president of 
The Prudential Foundation, 


which was established in 1977 to 
foster healthy communities with 
an emphasis on funding “Ready 
to Learn; Ready to Work; and 
Ready to Live.” To date the foun- 
dation has contributed $250 mil- 
lion to non-profits and communi- 
ty groups nationwide. 

Morris continued: “I thought 
what can we do for Newark. The 
usual request received was the 
need for capital. It was supported 
by our chairman and our board 
approved it.” 

The non-profits vying for a 
grant must submit ‘he 
Prudential Foundation Anniver- 
sary Fund Application, which 
needed to have been. postmarked 


-by April- 28;-along-with a two to 


three-page Letter of Intent. The 


$20 million 


final decision will be announced 
in September 2000. 

However, in the meantime 
potential grantees under the 
guidance of Nonprofit Finance 
Fund will be required to engage 
in technical assistance workshops 
designed by NFF to address a 
broad range of facilities-related 
issues and assist in the non-prof- 
it’s development and long- -term 
a 

conjunction with 
Paani NFF will give a level 
of advice and technically assist 
each organization in its need to 
achieve its goals,” said NFF’s 
New Jersey and Philadelphia 
Director, Nancy Burd. 
ganizations like “Newark 
Do Something” which was in 
attendance at this historic event 
can bette serve the youth that 
participate in its program, if 
afforded an allotment from the 


nd. 

“We're looking for a long-term 
to sustain our program, the 
Coach Program,” said Modia 
Butler executive director of the 
Newark chapter of “Do Some- 
thing,” a national organization 
founded by Andrew Shue, who is 
a native of New Jersey. “We 
would get to endow that program 
to keep it going.” This program 
fosters a mentoring relationship 
with a student and an upstanding 
person in the community. Eighty- 
two schools recently adopted the 
program, which make up the pub- 
lic school system at the behest of 
Superintendent... of Schools 
Marion Bolden. 


Thousands march for 
right to protest in NYC 


NEW YORK (AP) — Vowing 
to make sure Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani does not win his bid for 
the U.S. Senate, more than 2,000 
protesters marched several 
miles, from Brooklyn to City 
Hall, shouting that the mayor 
has mishandled several fatal 
police shootings of unarmed men. 
They also called for him to 
resign. 

“Amadou Diallo! Patrick 
Dorismond! Malcolm Ferguson!” 
shouted the mostly Haitian- 
American crowd on Thursday. 
“Giuliani must go!” 

Diallo was fatally shot last 
year by four white police officers 
_ they were acquitted of murder 
charges earlier this year. 
Dorismond was fatally shot out- 
side a Manhattan bar, and 
Ferguson was killed during an 
undercover drug raid, both in 
March. 

In each case, Giuliani has 
vociferously defended the police. 
He sometimes sought to shift 
blame for the shootings to the 
victims and raised the ire of 


many people by releasing 
Dorismond’s sealed juvenile 
re 


cord. 

“You all have got to vote!” 
shouted Marie Dorismond, 
Dorismond’s sister. “All of this 
will mean nothing if you don’t 
vote. One vote will make one big 
difference. I'm tired of crying for 
black brothers.” 

There was no mention by 
speakers at the rally that if 
Giuliani loses the Senate race in 
November _ his Democratic 
opponent is first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton _ he would 
remain mayor until 2001. 

The protesters also voiced 
anger toward the NYPD, but 
their focus was Giuliani, and 
many signs depicted the mayor 
as the devil or Adolf Hitler. The 
signs were cheered by about a 
hundred onlookers as the 
marchers came off the Brooklyn 
Bridge into Manhattan. 

“Giuliani violates human 
rights,” “Giuliani, the new 
Hitler,” and “Stop and frisk 
Giuliani, book him up for 
racism,” read some of the signs. 

Giuliani’s office did not 
immediately return a telephone 
call seeking comment on the 
signs, but at his daily press 


availability _ held before the 
marchers left Brooklyn _ the 
mayor mentioned the protesters 
briefly. 

“People have a right to 
protest, I really have no problem 
with that at all as long as they do 
it peacefully,” he said. “If they 
don’t do it peacefully, then they 
also have to be ready to be 
arrested.” 

The march and subsequent 
rally outside City Hall were 
peaceful, and Dorismond’s 
father, Andre, begged the large 
crowd to remain calm. Following 
his son’s funeral last month, a 
melee broke out between some 
mourners and police, with 
injuries on both sides 

“Keep the pressure on, keep 
the pressure on,”, said 
Dorismond, a Haitian immi- 
grant. “But no violence, please. 
No violence.” 

Dorismond’s mother, named 
Marie like her daughter, shouted 
passionately in Creole: “They 
killed my son but I didn’t lose the 
battle!” 

The crowd cheered loudest 
for Abner Louima, the Haitian 
immigrant tortured by a police 
officer in the bathroom of a 
Brooklyn stationhouse in 1997. 
The soft-spoken Louima talked 
about how black people are 
viewed by police. 

“We are tired of being por- 
trayed as drug dealers, we are 
tired of being portrayed as crimi- 
nals,” Louima said. “We want to 
be judged for our actions, not our 
skin color.” 

Louima, who was flanked, by 
a police detective as he stood on 
the dais, was then led through 
the crowd into a car by police, 
who had accompanied him to the 
rally. Louima has been under 
police protection since his attack. 

Missing from the rally was 
one of its organizers, the Rev. Al 
Sharpton, who had a prior speak- 
ing engagement in Philadelphia. 
Sharpton and his National 
Action Network held several ral- 
lies this week protesting police 
brutality, culminating in 
Thursday’s march and rally. 
Several people, including 
Sharpton, were arrested at those 
rallies after staging acts of civil 
disobedience, such as blocking 
entrances to buildings. 
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Community Calendar 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 3 


NUTLEY - The Office of the County 
Clerk will be at the Parks & Recreation 
center at 8:30 aim. For further infor- 
mation, call (973) 621-4915. 


THURSDAY, MAY 4 


MAHWAH - Ramapo College hosts a 
job fair at noon. For further informa- 
tion, call (201) 684-7443, 


MONTCLAIR - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at Montclair 
Municipal Building at 8:30 am. For 
further information, call (973) 621 


MONMOUTH - The County Park 
System is holding a sculpture class. 
For further information, call (732) 842- 
4000. 


MONMOUTH - The County Park 
System plans college classes through 
June 8th. For further information, call 
(732) 842-4000. 


SATURDAY, MAY 6 


NEWARK - The Garden State Ballet 
School holds its summer scholarship 
tryouts. For further information, call 
(973) 623-1033. 


NEWARK - The Jersey Cares organi- 
zation hosts a day of volunteering and 
community service. For further infor- 
mation, call (973) 644-4952 


WEST ORANGE - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at Town Hall at 9 
a.m. For further information, call (973) 
621-4915. 


MONDAY, MAY 8 


MADISON - St. Hubert’s Animal 
Welfare Center holds its statewide Pet 
Food Drive. For further information, 
call (908) 719-7798 or (973) 377-7094. 


EAST ORANGE - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at City Hall at 2 
p.m. For further information, call (973) 
621-4915. 


TUESDAY, MAY 9 
NEWARK - The Newark Public Library 
is holding an information session on lit- 
eracy tutoring, at 6 p.m. For further 
information, call (973) 623-4001 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 10 


CALDWELL - The Office of the County 
Clerk will be at Town Halll at 8:30 a.m. 
For further information, call (973) 621- 


4915, 
THURSDAY, MAY 11 


TRENTON - The War Memorial 
Theater hosts “Kids in Concert,” at 
7:30 p.m. For further information, call 
(973) 624-1815 ext. 22. 


MONTCLAIR - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at the Municipal 
Building at 6:30 p.m. For further infor- 
mation, call (973) 621-4915. 


MONTCLAIR - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at the Municipal 
Building at 8:30 a.m. For further infor 
mation, call (973) 621-4915 


FRIDAY, MAY 12 


ASBURY PARK - Weird Al premiers at 
the Paramount Theatre. For further 
information, call (732) 775-2100. 


WESTFIELD - The Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church will hold its annual 
fundraiser/rummage sale at 10 a.m. 
For further information, call (908) 233- 
8533. 


SATURDAY, MAY 13 


NEW BRUNSWICK -The Paramount 
Theater hosts a gospel concert 
more information, call(732) 775-2100. 


PLAINFIELD - New Jersey's Seventh 
Congressional District hosts a candi- 
dates’ forum at 2 p.m. For further 
information, call (908) 755-5846. 


MONDAY, MAY 15 


LIVINGSTON - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at Town Hall at 2 
p.m. For further information, call (973) 
621-4915, 


TUESDAY, MAY 16 


WEST ORANGE - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at Town Hall at 
1:30 p.m. For further information, call 
(973) 621-4915 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 


MAPLEWOOD - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at Town Hall at 
8:30 a.m. For further information, call 
(973) 621-4915 


THURSDAY, MAY 18 


MONTCLAIR - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at the municipal 
building at 8:30 a.m, For further infor- 
mation, call (973) 621-4915. 


National Organ and Tissue Donor 
Awareness Week in Plainfield 


ADA honors Exxon Mobil for 
diabetes prevention efforts 


Left to right -Mayor Al McWilliams of Plainfield, N.J. presents a proclamation 
to Tom Cannon, Community Development Specialist with the New Jersey 
Organ and Tissue Sharing Network, declaring April 16-22 National Organ and 
Tissue Donor Awareness Week in Plainfield, N.J. 


FAIRFAX, VA, Apri! 10, 2000 - The American Diabetes Association (ADA) 
recently honored Exxon Mobil Corporation for its commitment to diabetes edu- 
cation and prevention efforts in the minority community. ExxonMobil was one 
of three companies recognized at the ADA'S fifth annual Rainbow Gala held 
earlier this month. The Rainbow Gala raises funds to support the ADA'S 
statewide early detection and prevention activities for minority communities. 


New Jersey SHARES honors local 
social service agencies at forum 


HIGHTSTOWN, N.J. - Denise Carroll (left) of Newark Emergency Services for 
s and Tina Zazzarino of Salvation Army-Montclair Citadel receive 
Certificates of Appreciation from Gary Gamier, GPU Energy representative for 
NJ SHARES (center), at the recent NJ SHARES Agency Forum. NJ SHARES 
is a statewide energy fund designed to assist working-class households with a 
one-time assistance grant for their utility bills. Last year NJ SHARES agencies 
distributed nearly $1.1 million to those in need. Thirty-eight local social service 
agencies were honored by NJ SHARES for their effort: 


Marcus Garvey 
887 - 1940 


“Tf you have no confidence 
in self you are twice defeated 
in the race of life. With con- 
fidence you have won even 

before you have startes 


PWC tech assistance workshop 
helps WBEs and MBEs expand 


New York- “We ed is the f business group. 
As major corporations downsize, we need to ensure that small businesses have 
the opportunity to upsize.” said Ernest Williams, manager of Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprises (DBE) certification, an outreach arm of NJ Transit. He was 
speaking at a recent Technical Assistance Workshop hosted by Professional 
Women in Construction (PWC) at the Yale Club in New York City. “We want to 
help WBEs and MBEs (minority business enterprises) maximize their opportu- 
nities through certification,” said Williams. 


Gordon A. Parks, Sr. (1912 - ) 


Gordon A. Parks, Sr. became 
the first black photo journalist 
on the staff of Life magazine. 
He began his career in photogra- 
phy in 1937 with a camera pur- 
chased in a pawn shop. In 1941 
he was the first black to receive 
a Rosenwald Fellowship for pho- 
tography. 

Parks named the 
Magazine Photographer of the 
Year in 1961. A gifted film direc- 
tor, he was the first black to 
direct movies for a major studio. 
Parks directed the feature films 
“Shaft,” “Sounder,” and “Cotton 


was 


Comes to Harlem.” He also 
gained fame for his autobio- 
graphical books, “A Choice of 


Weapon: 
Tree.” 


and “The Learning 


Union County Locations 
Reservations Required! 
For Complete Details, call: 


800-555-2035 


Sponsored by: 


Partners for Homeownership 


HOMEOWNERSHIP NOW 
Seminar 


For First-Time Homebuyers 


An educational program promoting homeownership opportunities. 


Topics Include: 

e New & Exciting First-Time Buyer Programs 

Specialty Government Financing & Grant Programs 

Purchasing with No Money Down 

Reduced Interest Rates for First Time Home Buyers 

Programs for "Past Credit Problem" 

e Purchasing & Repairing a Home 

Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, HUD 
Programs for First-Time Buyers 

© Financing Options for All Income Levels 


Next Seminar Sat, May 6, 2000 


ve 
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or photography ? 
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FORMER BLACK MILITANT 
RETURNED TO GEORGIA TO 
FACE MURDER CHARGES 


ATLANTA (AP) _ Former militant Jamil 

Abdullah Al-Amin is back in Georgia to 

face charges in the slaying of a Fulton 

County sheriff's deput 

Al-Amin was taken by helicopter from 
ry, Ala., to the Cobb County 


for security reasons. 

Al-Amin, 56, ended his fight to avoid 
being returned to Georgia just before a 
judge was to rule on the issue at a 
hearin 


ged in the March 16 
shooting that killed Atlanta deputy 
Ricky Kinchen and wound 

‘Aidranon English. Authorities have 
said the deputies were trying to serve 
Al-Amin with an arrest warrant at his 


des County, west of Montgomery. After 
he was indicted in Georgia, Al-Amin 
had vowed an aggressive fight against 
being returned to Atlanta. 

Chestnut said Al-Amin’s case had 
evoked more emotion than that of Tim- 
othy McVeigh, convicted of bombing 
the federal building in Oklahoma City 


in 1995. 

“This sort of hysteria did not surround 

Tim McVeigh,” Chestnut said after the 
aring. “I have never underst 

that sort of foolishness 

about to rush him back. 

But he said matters in Georgia “fell 


1 was not 


judge Atlanta,” he said. “Jamil is not a 
man who makes up his mind about 
anything in haste.” 

At the hearing, Price allowed Al-Amin 
to read a religious statement inviting 
those in the courtroom to convert to 
Islam as about 10 supporters nodded 
their heads in agreement. 

Supporters of Al-Amin were critical of 
he heavy security at the courthouse, 
which included sharpshooters sta- 
tioned on surrounding rooftops and 
officers inside the courtroom armed 
with guns, knives and debilitating 


spray. 
“It helps pollute the water of public 
opinion. It provokes prejudice,” said 
Mauri Saalakahn, director of the 
Peace and Justice Foundation in 
Washington. ”(Al-Amin) has already 
been shaped and formed in the image 
of violence.” 


Black mayors name 
honorees in Dallas 


Ltor: Atlanta Mayor Bill Campbell, East Orange Mayor Bob Bowser and 


of Black Mayors 


Atlanta, GA. April 3 — The 
National Conference of Black 
Mayors Ines (NCBM) 26” 
Annual Conference in Dallas, 
TX. featured a stellar lineup of 
special guests and honorees. 
The convention held April 26- 
30, anchored at the Wyndham 
Anatole Hotel, boasted a roster 


of prominent players from 
every segment of society, 
including politics, religion, 
business and sports 

U. S. Surgeon General 
David Satcher set the tone for 
the conference as keynote 


speaker for the Plenary Session 
on Thursday, April 27,9:00 am - 
10:30 am. Addressing the con- 
ference theme —‘Leadership 
for a New Century,” 

Satcher opened the confer- 
ence agenda and officially 
launched Youth Day, focusing 
on teenage use of seatbelts and 
other health issues impacting 
African Americans. That morn- 
ing, Satcher received the Fan- 
nie Lou Hammer Freedom 
Award. Appointed Surgeon 
General by President Clinton in 
February 1988, Satcher is only 
the second person in history to 
simultaneously hold the posi- 
tion of Assistant Secretary of 
Health as well. 

The Honorable Rodney E 
Slater, Secretary of the U.S. 


‘Newark Mayor Sharpe James whom are members of the National Conference 


File photo 


Department of Transportation, 
received a President's Award 
and addressed the group on Fri- 
day, April 28. Slater is joined 
by Craig Lentzsch, President 
and Chief Executive Officer of 
Greyhound Lines, Inc., and for- 
mer NBA star Isiah Thomas, 
now a businessman and owner 
of Isiah Investments, LLC, in 
receiving the prestigious Presi- 
dent’s Award 

The organization’s highest 
honor, the Tribute to a Black 
American award, was given 
this year to Congressman 
Charles Rangel, serving his fif- 
teenth term as Representative 
from the 15th Congressional 
District. Other special guests 
include popular evangelist 
Bishop T.D. Jakes, founder of 
the Potter’s House ministries of 
Dallas, who brought the mes- 
sage to the Mayors’ Annual 
Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, 
April 29th. 

The convention was fea- 
tured on the popular syndicated 
radio program The Tom Joyner 
Morning Show, which was. 
broadcast live from the Wynd- 
ham Anatole on Friday, April 
28. Hosted by Dallas Mayor 
Ronald Kirk, the conference 
drew more that 250 mayors 
from cities and towns across 
America. 


Boy brain dead, 


WASHINGTON (AP) — One 
boy is brain dead and six other 
young people are recovering from 
gunshot wounds suffered during 
a possibly gang-related shooting 
at the National Zoo, police said. 

The popular tourist attrac- 
tion was closed today as police 
continued their investigation. 

The National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple is offering a $25,000 reward. 
“This type of random violence is 
Tepulsive and it must not be 
allowed to go unpunished,” 
NAACP President Kweisi Mfume 
told The Associated Press today. 

He added that the civil rights 
organization recently decided 
to take a more proactive stance 
‘on incidents like this.” 

Police said they were investi- 
gating whether the shootings 
were gang related and sought at 
least one teen-age gunman who 
fired a handgun into groups of 
youths ‘after a confrontation 
escalated to bottle throwing and 
then shots. 

A police source who asked not 
to be identified by name said 
early today there is no evidence 
that more than one shooter was 
involved, that investigators 
believe know his identify and 
hope to make an arrest today. 

The shooting victims ranged 


six wounded in DC zoo shooting 


in age from 11 to 16 and were 
attending a century-old post- 
Easter gathering at the zoo cele- 
brating black families. 

Police said a seventh person, 
a teen-ager, showed up at a hos- 
pital overnight for treatment of a 
gunshot wound to the thumb 
that he said was suffered during 
the zoo shooting. 

A high-ranking police official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said a boy, either 11 
or 12 years old, was shot in the 
head and declared brain dead at 
a hospital. The boy was being 
kept alive by machines to allow 
his family to donate his organs, 
the official said. 

Officials at Children’s Hospi- 
tal National Medical Center, 
where the boy was being treated, 
would say only that the boy 
remained in very critical condi- 
tion. 

A 12-year-old girl was in seri- 
ous condition with a wound to 
the pelvis, a 14-year-old boy was 
in serious condition with a leg 
wound, and three other youths 
were hospitalized with less seri- 
ous injuries, according to officials 
at the hospitals where they were 
treated 

Hours later, police still cir- 
cled the zoo in helicopters. “We 


that it is gang-related, but we 
are not certain,” Police Chief 
Charles Ramsey said. 

The 11-year-old zoo, a unit 
of the Smithsonian Institution, is 
one of the most visited sites in 
Washington, drawing 3 million 
local residents and tourists each 
year. Nestled on 163 acres in one 
of Washington's wealthiest 
neighborhoods, it has seldom 
experienced violence and was 
better known for the rare Chi- 
nese pandas it housed for over 
two decades. 

The gunfire broke out shortly 
after 6 p.m. EDT in broad day- 
light and stunned visitors. 

“I am not bringing them 
back. These are my grandkids. It 
is not safe,” said Sandra 
Edwards, who was visiting the 
zoo with her grandchildren when 
she heard the shots and saw 
youths fighting. 

Edwards said she thought 
some of the teen-agers appeared 
to be gang members, because 
they wore matching clothing. For 
instance, she said one group of 
teens all wore blue bandanas. 

In addition to the gunshot 
wounds, a seventh victim in the 
vicinity of the melee suffered a 
seizure and a pregnant woman 
was taken to the hospital after 


are looking into the 


experiencing pain. 


White supremacists to march in Morristown 


MORRISTOWN, N.J. 


(AP) 
supremacist group plans to march at the county 


— A white 


people like this now or they will lock you up 10 
years from now.” 
The 


courthouse on July 4 to protest affirmati 
and the state’s firing of former State Police Super- 
intendent Carl A. Williams over racial remarks he 


They'll march in 
Morristown over my 
dead body’ 


march in Morristown over my dead body,” Council 
President Timothy Jackson told The Daily Record 
of Parsippany. “Either we take a stand against 


action 


made. 

Local politi- 
cal leaders 
vowed to stop 
The Nationalist 
Movement, 
based in 
Learned, Miss., 
from coming 
here. 

“They'll 


’s leader, Rutgers University 


graduate Richard Barrett, has held similar rallies 
in Los Angeles, Atlanta and Boston. 

Barrett said he began considering a rally in 
New Jersey after Gov. Christie’ Whitman fired 
Williams on Feb. 28, 1999. The superintendent’s 
dismissal followed a published report of an inter- 
view in which Williams linked minority groups to 
drug trafficking. 

Barrett said he chose Morristown for the rally 
because of the town’s history of hosting George 
Washington and the Continental Army for two 
winters during the Revolutionary War. 

Barrett won't disclose his group's size, saying 
only that it has members in 35 states. Critics have 
said he is a one-man operation who runs the group 
out of his home south of Jackson, Miss. 
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Newark Census 2000 Hot Line: 


OUNTING 
on YOU! 


Get counted for 
Newark’s fair share. 


e Housing © After School Programs 

e Job Training © Daycare 

e Free Lunches for Students and Seniors 
e Police © Hospitals 

e Tax Relief ° Meals on Wheels 

e HIV/AIDS and Homeless Assistance 


These are some of the services Newark will lose 
if every man, woman and child is not counted in 
the US Census 2000. So make sure you take a 
few minutes to fill out and mail back the census 
form because the health and prosperity of our 
community depends on it. If you haven't mailed 
back your form by April 19th, a census taker will 
be visiting you soon to help you fill out and 


Remember that the information you submit 
is not shared by any government agency and is 


(973) 733-5875 


Ç E wos TE 


Sponsored by 


The Newark Municipal Council, 
Mayor Sharpe James, 

The Newark Housing Authority, 
Newark Public Schools, 
Clergy and Ward Chairpersons 


This is Newark’s Future. 
Fill It Out. Send It Back. 
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People Get 


All we need to do is look around our community and we have 
those leaders that some seem to think we do not exist. 

I've been in the company of brothers and sisters, who too many 
times have raised the question - when will the next Malcolm, Mar- 
tin or Jesse come along? You probably live right next door to or 
around the corner and up the street from the next Malcolm, Mar- 
tin, or Jesse. 

These people exist in our communities. Seemingly, they sim- 
ply have not risen in prominence. This too applies to the abundant 
of talent that goes untapped in our communities. These people are 

urists at heart performing purely for the love of the art, through 
song, spoken word or by freedom of expression - via fine art. 

To some, the efforts and work of community activists from var- 
ious communities might go unnoticed. And that’s ironic because 
they are the drum majors. These community leaders give endless 
of their time day-in and day-out for a better quality of life. The 
artist, usually tells us the truth through a different forum. We 
have to support their efforts, like a community should. 

There's a d 
again. Coffeehouses, poetry cafés, lecture halls, and people’s living 
rooms deemed salons in the literary world are buzzing with fresh 
new energy and engaging ideas. Although some may not have 
caught on to the wave, to all of you that frequent these communi- 
ty spots —you know what I’m talking about. 

A new Nationalism is taken place across the nation. We're 
holding a firm ace on the boycott of South Carolina. People are 
banding together and marching in the streets against the perni- 
cious nature of some police officers. We are spiritually reconnect- 
ing to our African ancestors, and we are calling on all those to join 
the train. 

“People get ready there’s a train a coming. You don’t need no 
baggage —just get on board!” 


Commentary 


Many Black Politicians in Deep Trouble 


By Earl Ofari Hutchinson 


NAACP leaders turned the tepid issue of 
the Confederate flag fluttering over the 
South Carolina statehouse into a life and 
death battle against racism. Now black 
politicians in the state have gone them one 
better and are waging mortal combat against 
a plan by South Carolina governor Jim 
Hodges to require elementary school stu- 
dents to say "sir, and ma’am" when address- 
ing teachers and school employees. 

politicians screamed racism and 
railed ‘that this is nothing but a sneaky way 
of forcing blacks to bow and scrape for white 
folks again. Hodge’s plan is a sideshow ges- 
ture that does nothing to reverse the 
deplorable drop out rates and miserably low 
test scores of black students in South Caroli- 
na’s public schools. But the black lawmakers 
didn’t attack Hodge’s worthless idea because 
it doesn’t improve the state’s abominably 
under funded and underserved schools. That 
won't snatch media and public attention and 
send the troops scurrying to the barricades. 

The courtesy title squabble is yet another 
troubling sign of the penchant of many black 
elected officials to grab at showy, chic issues 
rather than pounding on the crucial problems 
of poverty, violence, poor education, the dis- 
astrous disparities in the criminal justice 
system, and the gut of social programs that 
have taken a massive toll on poor and work- 
ing class blacks. 

‘Their political ineffectiveness in attack- 
ing these issues has caused them to freefall 
in state and national politics. In the past two 
years they have lost mayorships to whites in 
majority black cities of Baltimore and Oak- 
land. The number of black state legislators 


Imprisoned parents: 


Communicating with our children 


has from 12 to 6 in the California 
legislature since 1994. They have lost seats 
on dozens of local and municipal offices 


nationwide. 

he Congressional Black Caucus has 
been unable to get any substantial legislation 
through Congress. When the Republican-con- 
trolled Congress eliminated key committees 
such as the Post Office and Civil Service and 
the District of Columbia Committees, CBC 
members were displaced, and hundreds of 
committee staff jobs were eliminated many of 
which were held by blacks. Their blind sub- 
servience to Clinton’s policies has rendered 
them little more than ame foot soldiers 
for the Democratic Party 

Black politicians Palas thse political 
slide on voter apathy, alienation, inner city 
population drops, suburban integration, and 
displacement by Latinos and increasingly 
Asians who some claim have far more cohe- 
sion and political savvy than blacks. These 
factors have contributed to the evaporation 
in the number, power and influence of black 
elected officials. 

But they are biggest culprits to blame 
for their slippage. Many black Politicians 
make little or no effort to inform and involve 
the black public on vital legislation and polit- 
ical actions that directly impact on black 
communities. Their all-consuming obsession 
is to elect more black Democrats to office and 
making sure that those in office stay there. 

Many black politicians are accustomed 
to the unchallenged and unquestioned bran- 

ing of power. They jealously hoard what 
they view as their sacred’ right to’make all 
final decisions on proposing laws and sup- 
porting public policy they deem important for 
blacks. Yet those laws and policies often 
boost middle-class blacks and corporate spe- 
l interests rather than poor and working- 
blacks 
Black politicians are also crippled by 
their near total dependence on the Democ 
tic Party for patronage, support, and assort- 


ed party favors. Few would dare break ranks 
with the party and attempt to pressure the 
Republican Party to take black issues seri- 
ously. Many Latino and Asian leaders and 
elected officials are not straight-jacketed by 


to the 
they have ae the Democrats and Repub- 
licans to cease immigrant bashing, increased 
funding for bi-lingual education programs, 
champion Latino political representation and 
implement outreach programs to Latino vot- 


They are leaving blacks in the political 
dust. The downward shift in black politics 
should be a wake-up call for black elected 
officials that guilt tainted appeals for black 
solidarity and voter registration caravans 
and buses into black neighborhoods are not 
going to make blacks dash to the polls to vote 
for politicians they feel have, or will, fail 
them. The Joint Center for Political and Eco- 
nomic Studies, a black think tank, found that 
the frustration and disgust of many black 
voters with black politicians has soared so 
high that less than 20 percent of eligible 
black voters bothered to cast a ballot in many 
municipal and statewide elections in 1998. 

The cruel truth is that with a pivotal 
presidential election only months away the 
power and influence of black politicians has 
badly eroded. And they only make things 
worse by waging syrbolic fights over issues 
such as flags and how students address 
teachers while refusing to craft an agenda 
that confronts the dire problems of the poor 
and Taking i oes blacks. Bis virtua 


tl 
to take them E branie the pease 
will continue to ignore them, and more and 
black voters will turn away from them. 
Earl Ofari Hutchinson is the author of the 
forthcoming The Disappearance of Black 
Leadership, email.ehutchi344@ aol.com 


By Stephen Brathwaite 


Although I’m compelled to 
linger in such unnatural and 
languish condition of prison 
life, which is ultimately aimed 
towards eroding the family 
structure, thus overstanding 
this harsh realization, I vowed 
not to succumb to this impede 
malicious process 

s a parent prisoner 


and a 


spouse, maintaining communi- 
cations with my family is an 
essential component in my 


overall struggle for liberation. 
I’ve rejected the notion that as a 
parent prisoner Ilve relin- 
quished my rights to be a 
responsible parent. No matter 
where or what situation a par. 
ent finds themselves in, our 
child(ren) must be reached and 
made to understand that they 
have not been abandoned by the 


and friends, etc. to do the job of 
the parent.. It’s essential that 
the child(ren) know and bonds 
with the parent to give the 
child(ren) substance to their life 
and a sense of belonging which 
will give them identity. Writing 
daily, calling whenever possible 
and some visitations will build 
some familiarity and have psy- 
chological effects on the 
child(ren)s mind where they 
become more interested and 
start depending and looking for- 
ward to your communication. 

A child needs love and 
attention from both parents. It 
is their birth right, it is the first 
law of nature “Know Thy Self” 
How can this be accomplished if 
they don’t know from which 
they came? There must not be a 
void of such nature in the 
child(ren)’s life. 

C 


parent. Thus breaking the 
intergenerational cycle of our 
children perpetuating such a 
malignant epidemic. 

Parent prisoners must 
remain optimistic and sensitive 
when reaching out to their chil- 
dren. 

Children will be .children 
and through relentless writing 
whether you receive a response 
or not, a bond must be ib- 
lished, so the parent is obligat- 
ed to continue his/her efforts to 


break the grips of silences 
between them and the 
child(ren). 


This is why it is also impor- 
tant that we communicate with 
other family members, so they 
may assist us in establishing a 
KODA Motwani the parent and 
child. A good friend could be 
pivotal at this stage as well. It’s 
imperative as a parent prison- 
er, that we utilize all resourc 
that are available and neces- 
sh a relationship 
with the child(ren) 


s, we can no 
depend solely upon 
schools, television. Grandpar- 
ents or other family members 


is the key 
element in all relationships. It’s 
of paramount importance that 
we communicate with our chil- 
dren because they are the con- 
scious of the world. The future 
lies in their hands and we 
depend upon them, because it is 
them who possess the potential 
to change the world and they 
must feel as though they can 
change the world. But for them 
to understand this, they must 
be cultivated. It is our respon- 
sibility as parents to communi- 
cate and nurture them so they 
can develop this height of con- 
sciousness. Yes, maintaining 
ties with our family requires a 
lot of work. However, we must 
struggle and accept responsibil- 
ity for our child(ren), our 
future. 

The most powerful tool we 
can give our children is 
KNOWLEDGE OF SELF and if 
we haven't done so already, we 
must BEGIN to expand our 
intellect by exercising our 
minds, reading, writing and 
studying everyday to further 
ourselves which in turn will 
further our child(ren) OUR 
FUTURE. 
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Al Sharpton - The New Willie Horton 


By Ron Walters 

You remember Willie Horton? 
He was a black prisoner in Mass- 
achusetts who was let out on 
work release one weekend and 
who sexually assaulted and 
killed a white woman. 

Al Gore, running for the 
Democratic presidential nomina- 
tion in1988, brought this fact out 
into the public debate against 
Michael Dukakis,the eventual 
winner that year. Then, the 
Republican strategic Lee Atwa- 
ter, developed this theme for 
George Bush, Sr. to use inge 
general election through a video“ 
commercial which racialized the 
election even further. |The 
specter of the “bad black” who 
would kill if shown any leniency, 
fueled not only the election of 
George Bush, that year, but 
helped to lay the groundwork for 
a series of draconian criminal 
justice laws that were later 
enacted under the leadership of 
Paty William Jefferson Clin- 


This year, Republicans 
apparently want their own ver- 
sion of Willie Horton, in the per- 
son of the Rev. Al Sharpton. 
Candidates for the presidential 
nomination on the Democratic 
side, such as Al Gore, Bill 
Bradley, and Senate candidate 
Hillary Clinton, have all gone to 
visit with Rev. Al Sharpton. 
Why? 

Because he polled over 
600,000 votes in the 1996 Sėnato- 
rial campaign in the State of New, 
York, which gave him instan 
credibility and more than ai 


aura of just a demonstrator, but 
catapulted him to the position of 
a leader with influence, who has 
a constituency and who may be 
able to leverage it in favor of one 
candidate or another. 

Jim Nicholson, Chairman of 
the Republican Party, has led the 
campaign against Sharpton in 
the strongest terms by calling 
him a “bigot” and an “anti-Semi- 
te.” This refers to Sharpton’s role 
in street demonstrations in 
Crown Heights, Brooklyn, a 
heavily Jewish neighborhood in 
New York where orthodox Jews 
were pe ceived to be involved in 
‘the death of a young black boy 

| More recently, he has taken 
up the high profile fight to secure 
justice for the family of Amadou 
Diallo, the African immigrant 
who was killed by out of control, 

w York City Police officers 

d since many of the causes 
tat he has championed have 
idvolved the police, he has been 
perceived as a police-baiter, 
stemming initially from Sharp- 
tor’s allegation that the young 
woman, Tawana Brawley, was 
abducted by a white policeman 
six years ago 

Although he was sued by that 
policeman and recently found 
guilty of defamation by an up- 
state New York court, there are 
still those who believe Brawley’s 
story, even though it has been 
widely called a hoax. 

Regardless of the outcome of 
these cases, there is a sense in 
which Rev. Al Sharpton has 
established himself as a champi- 
on of those who must confront the 


system in order to secure justice 
at a time when other leaders 
have shrank from this task. In 
doing so, he has brought the 
National Action Network and his 
own voice into national promi- 
nence as he is featured now on 
national televised talk shows and 
sought as a speaker and champi- 
on of causes far from New York 
City. 

For instance, he traveled to 
Michigan to become involved in a 
demonstration against a Wayne 
County court that would try a 12 
year-old black male as an adult, 
and to,California to protest the 
sliooting to death of an unarmed 
black woman by officers of the 
Los Angeles Police Department 
And in another high profile case, 
he is, not incidentally, suing 
Republican party chair, Jim 
Nicholson for Defamation of 
Character. 

So, in one sense, Rev. Sharp- 
ton, having taken the stage and 
begun to carve out a ministry for 
himself that resembles that of 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr., he has 
also become fair game for the 
demagogues in the media 
Speaking of Rev. Jackson, howev- 
er, it should also be remembered 
that he has suffered this same 
treatment under conditions 
which found him running for 
President in 1984. He was called 
a bigot and an anti-Semite and 
has had to work hard to dispel a 
rabid untruth, not only with the 
proof of his past life, but of his 
subsequent works of inclusion 
and coalition. 

But why would you suppose 


there is this syndrome? I thought 
a lot about this in the midst of the 
storm, as a close assistant to Rev. 
Jackson in the 1984 campaign. I 
thought that he was being vili- 
fied, as Rev. Sharpton is today 
because America has always 
been uncomfortable with the 
notion that blacks might acquire 
real power, especially blacks who 
cannot be trusted to follow the 
party line. Trusted blacks have 
always had the opportunity to 
exercise, sometimes, considerable 
power, as long as they use it to 
affirm both the system and those 
who control it, 

Sharpton himself said that, 
“they're doing me more like Jesse 
than Willie Horton. Willie Horton 
was a criminal. I'm a civil rights 
leader.” Civil Rights leaders have 
challenged the s; m on behalf 
of the locked out, have tried to 
use as a weapon the ability to 
make the comfortable, uncom- 
fortable, to disturb the peace. 

in this sense, the power of 
charismatic leaders has always 
been more of a threat because of 
their ability to galvanize the 
masses. J. Edgar Hoover, head of 
the FBI, was frightened at the 
power of Malcolm X and Dr. Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr. to mobilize 
the masses on‘ behalf of justice 
and so, he sought to soil their 
reputations by villification and 
dirty-tricks campaigns and prob- 
ably was involved in the death of 
them both. 

So, the campaign is on to dis- 
credit Rey. Al Sharpton because 
he has taken the side of the peo- 
ple. Let us watch his back. 


Uncovering Cider House lies 


By Robert A. George 


I rarely get agitated at works 
of art. But The Cider House | 
Rules movie is a notable excep- | 
tion. Its wretchedness was only | 
enhanced by author John Irving's | 
self-serving speech accepting the 
Oscar for Best Adapted Screen- 
play at the recent Academy 
Awards. That there hasn’t been 
more anger speaks to the selee- 
tivity of political outrage. 


couple dozen orphans and, ol 


ist. Larch teaches Wells ever: 


omer. 
Homer talks meaningfully of 

the need for adults to have Pell 

sonal until Wall, 
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a pilot, and Candy, his ae 
arrive for an abortion. Hon 
leaves with the couple ani 
ecomes an apple-picker 
Wally’s farm. As Wally heads off 


to the war, Homer begins an 
affair with Cangy and befriends 
| several black migrant workers. 
Upon learning the awful secret 
among the workers young Rose 
(singer Eryka Badu) has been 
impregnated by her father (Del- 
roy Lindo). 

Homer undergoes a transfor- 
mation and aborts Rose's child 

Cider House disguises itself 
as a film about a young man 
“finding” himself. But it stacks 
the deck against, and ultimately 
suffocates, Homer’s basic moral 
core. Homer's “natural” anti- 
abortion sentiments are dis- 
missed as naive by Larch. By the 
end of the film, having literally 
journeyed through a heart of 
darkness, the viewer is invited, if 
not manipulated, into adopting 
Larch’s view. The deck is as 
stacked against the workers as it 
is against Homer. Illiteracy, 
incest, abortion, and parricide 
are the demons visited upon 
these workers. In essence, the 
workers are depicted as societal 
versions of the “orphans” Larch 
described earlier: They have no 
choices; they have no options. 

After the abortion, the father 
states, “These rules ain’t made 
for us; we're the ones who are 
` supposed to make our own rules 
And we do. Every single day. 
The words provide the central 
justification for the movie’s ulti- 
mate amorality, but they just as 


well could summarize the views 
of Hollywood, 

It’s not fair to attack a movie 
solely on the political views of its 
creator. There are several good 
performances in this film. But 


originality and honesty are legit- 
imate criteria upon which to 
judge art. The cliches are abun- 
dant in CiderHouse Rules and it 
is, in the final result, a manipu- 
lative, dishonest product. 
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rr | to imp roved finances 
NEWARK - Greater Newark Business zr: 4 R 
Development Corporation hosts a (A 
seminar for small businesses at 8:30 an method ae 
Rt? for Jurther: intoma l aai T FIELD NJ Again, note that you're not completely eliminating the 
(973) 242-4128. ji —Have you item. You're just irying to purchase it at lower cost to LKT i 
ji heard the tele- free up money to save or reduce debt. “Stepping N\ CHT 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 I vision advertise To illustrate the “step-down principle,” think about down” can also 2 I 
[T] ment for a prod- buying four pancakes for breakfast. The most expensive refer to the fre- CH 
NEWARK - Newark Interñational uct that helps peo- method (top step of the staircase) would be going to a quency or amount ia 
pol presents its 2000 Aviation [TI ple gradually quit “sit-down” restaurant like IHOP Denny’s or Friendly’s of a purchase as jT 
‘areer and Education Expo at 8::30 smoking? It uses the of IT] 


a.m. For additional information, call 
(973) 961-6265. 


THURSDAY, MAY 18 


EAST BRUNSWICK - The 52nd annu- 
al NJ Business Conference will take 
place at the Hilton Towers. For further 
information, call (973) 673-5790. 


First-Time Home 
Buyers Seminar 


MOUNTAINSIDE — As the 
competition for residential hous- 
ing continues to rise, first-time 
homebuyers are feeling the pres- 
sure in the home buying market. 
According to industry profes- 
sionals, planning and a good 
understanding of the home buy- 
ing process are key to succeeding 
in this active real estate market. 
In order to better prepare New 
Jersey residents for homeowner- 
ship. The Homeownership Now 
Seminar is coming to Union 
County on Saturday, May 6th . 
The Homeownership Now 
Seminar is an event designed for 
First- Time Homebuyers and 
will be presented by American 


United - partners for homeown- 
ership. 
American United, the 


Mountainside based Mortgage 
Banking Corporation, has been 
conducting irst-Time 
Homebuyers Seminars since 
1995 throughout New Jersey 
and is now bringing its Seminar 
to Plainfield. “Our experience 
shows that individuals looking 
to buy their first home usually 
aren't aware of the complete 
home buying process or of spe- 
cial programs that are available 
to make their purchase easier, 
said Joseph Farella, Executive 
Vice President for American 
United. American United focus- 
es on first-time home buying 
programs available today 
through its partnership with 
HUD and organizations such as 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
The Homeownership Now 
Seminar is an educational semi 
nar focusing on: The Advantages 
of Homeownership, Five Steps 
To Ownership; Determining 


me 

Affordability, Reduced Rate 
Financing Programs, No Money 
Down Options; Home Ownership 
Through Home Renovation, 
Government Loans and Grants, 
and Programs for Individuals 
With Past Credit Issues will also 
be discussed. Because of the 
Seminar’s popularity reserva- 
tions are require 

Individuals should contact 
American United at their 
Mountainside based headquar- 
ters, by calling 800-555-2035, to 
reserve seating and for a com- 
plete Seminar schedule. 

Union County has many 
excellent opportunities for first- 
time homebuyers. In this com 
petitive housing market, older 
homes offer great potential and 
affordability 

Although these homes may 
require some renovation. The 
Homeownership Now Seminar 
will address renovation financ- 
ing opportunities and grant pro- 
grams available to remodel older 
homes. The Homeownership 
Now Seminar gives potential 
buyers and existing owners a 
variety of options for purchasing 
and improving homes and is 
available to all New Jersey resi- 
dents. 
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words “step down” 
over and over to indi 
cate that a person’s 
exposure to nicotine is 
reduced) in pre-deter 
mined stages, while using 


and paying about $3.49, plus a tip. The next step down 
would be to buy the pancakes at a fast food outlet for 
around $1.99. Go down another two steps on the stair- 
case and you miyht pay 77 cents for frozen pancakes pur- 
chased at a supermarket and 25 cents for four pancakes 
prepared with a dry mix. At the “floor” of the staircase 
would be the cheapest method still: about 15 cents for a 


this product. According to the serving of pancakes prepared “from scratch” (i.e., dry 
manufacturer, “stepping ingredients). 
down,” by gradually reducing Two advantages of the “step-down principle” are that 
the amount of nicotine con- it increases awareness of personal spending habits and 
sumed, makes it easier to quit offers a variety of options to make a purchase. 
smoking than going “cold turkey” and trying to change Obviously, other factors, like time availability, also 
from “smoker” one day to “non-smoker” the next. In other need to be considered. One person might decide to pre- 
words, the odds of successful behavioral change are pare “from scratch” mixes on weekends when they have 


greater when a person makes small, gradual changes 
than by making one large change all at once 

“Stepping down” can also be used as a method to gen- 
erate ideas to reduce household spending. Just like the 
smoking cessation product described above, the principle 
is that people will be more successful, and feel less 
deprived, if their spending is reduced in gradual stages 
S opposed to eliminating spending on an item complete- 


To visualize the “step-down principle,” imaging a 
staircase with four ste; On the top step is the most 
eat ivelway) (>, pachis a ind. on. the aa 
below the bottom step is the least expensive purchasing 


more time. Another might decide that stepping down 
from eating out at a restaurant to cooking from scratch 
(five whole steps) is not feasible. They might decide to 
buy frozen panc kes, a “step down” of two steps from a 
restaurant mea 
hey’d still ale considerable savings ($2.77 in the 
above example), although it won’t save them the most 
money 
‘The “step-down principle” also works well with other 
“discretionary” household expenses. For example, cloth- 
ing. Steps of spending, from top to bottom, might include 
a department store, a discount store, factory outlets, a 
consignment store, and thrift shops/flea makets garage 


well as where it is 

made. For example, 

you may decide to eat 

out six times a month 
instead of twelve. You're 
not completely eliminat- 
ing what is obviously a 
pleasurable activity. You're 
simply taking steps to contain 
the cost. Or you might “step 
down” y eliminating an appe- 
tizer, drink and/or dessert. 

Many budgets fail because peo- 
ple feel resentful or deprived 
Nobody likes to feel that they can’t do something that 
they enjoy. If you're looking for ways to improve your 
finances without crimping your lifestyle, try 
down.” You'll remain in control of your finances by 
TE oN o Cee quick resule, which 
can serve as an incentive for additional changes. 

This MONEY 2000 message is sponsored by Rutgers 
Cooperative Extension. MONEY 2000 is a program 
designed to increase the financial well being of New 
Jersey residents through increased savings and reduced 
household debt. 
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Citibank Receives SBA Award for Small Business Lending 


Citibank is a global finan- 


Citigroup provides some 


Left to right: 


Rogers, Pamela Flaherty and Bert Haggerty 


NEW YORK — For the 
fourth consecutive year. 
Citibank has been awarded a 
Gold Medal Award by the 
Small Business Administration 
(SBA) of the New York metro- 
politan district. In addition, for 


the third consecutive year 
Citibank received the SBA’s 
Pacesetter Award recognizing 


the bank for making a signifi- 
cant number of new loans to 
women- and minority-owned 
businesses. 

“Citibank recogniz 
small businesses are 
lifeblood of every community 
providing needed products and 
services and creating jobs,” 
said Stephen Liguori, 
Citibanking North 

America Business Manager 
“Our lending performance is 


Authorized Distributor of 


NOMNIPOINT 


776 Broad Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 
Tel (973) 623-2593, 
Fax (973) 623-0307 


D 


Bonnie Walsh, Stephen Huff, Stephen Liguori, 


Aubțey 
File photo 


indicative of our commitmdnt 
to small businesses. In 1999, 
Citibank made 242 SBA loan 
a 15% increase over the preyi- 
ous year with 38% of age 
loans going to busine 
owned by either women or 
minorities 

The SBA annually honors 
corporations and individuals 
who have exhibited outstand- 
ing commitment and dedica 
tion in supporting the growth 
of small businesses. 

Gold Medals are given to 
financial institutions that have 
made in excess of 100 SBA 
loans to small businesses dur- 
ing the fiscal year that ends on 
September 30, while the 
Pacesetter Award specifically 
commends lending to women- 
as minority-owned business- 


Products and Services 


861 Broad Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 
tel (973) 623-4777 


Cc 
Ali's 10096 Uncut Oils 


Ali Rasool 
Discount On Refills 


“We Appreciate Our Customers” 


26 Branford Place 
Newark, NJ 07102 
Bus. (973) 824-7353 
Fax (973) 824-1623 
‘wwewsislamicproducts.convall.htm 
‘email-aliuncut@bellatiantic.net 


Search No More 


business opportunity around 
today. Work from home PT/FT, 
will train. If you are a people 
person, you could earn $5-$10 
Thousand per month. CALL: 


This is the best 


908-486-1109 


cial services organization serv- 
ing consumers, businesses, 
governments and financial 
institutions through 3,000 
offices in 100 countries and ter 
ritories. In the United States, 
Citibank serves consumers and 
s sses through a 
network of some 430 branches 
in nime states and the District 
of Columbia, as well as nation- 
al eredit card, mortgage, 
inyestment and electronic 
bafking services. 


‘Citigroup provides 

some 100 million 
consumers, 

corporations, govern- 
ments and institutions in 
100 countries with a 
broad range of financial 
products and services’ 


100 million consumers, corpo- 
rations, governments and insti- 


broad range of financial prod- 


ucts and services, including 
consumer banking and credit, 
corporate and investment 
banking, insurance, securities 
brokerage and asset manage- 
ment. Additional information 


Citibank is a member of 
Citigroup (NYSE:C), the most 
global financial services com- 


may be found at: www.citi.com. 


pany. 
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God 


has a 
positive 
answer 


You say: “It’s impossible” 
God says: All things are 
possible (Luke 18:27) 


You say 
lov 
God says: I love you (John 
3:16 and John 13:34) 


“Nobody really 


: “I can’t go on” 
My grace is suf- 
ficient (II Corinthians 12:9 
and Psalm 91:15) 


You say: “I can’t figure 
things out” 

God says: I will direct your 
steps (Proverbs 3:5-6) 


You say: “I can’t do it” 
God says: You can do all 
things (Philippians 4:13) 


You say: “I’m not able” 
God says: I am able (II 
Corinthians 9:8) 


You say: “It’s not worth it” 
God says: It will be worth it 
(Roman 8:28) 


You say: “I can’t forgive 
myself” 

God says: I Forgive 
you (I John 1:9 and 
Romans 8:1) 


You say: “I can’t manage” 
God says: I will supply all 
your needs (Philippians 
4:19) 


You say: “I’m afraid” 

God says: I have not given 
you a spirit of fear (II Timo- 
thy 1:7) 


You say: “I’m always wor- 
tied and frustrated” 

God says: Cast all your 
cares on Me (I Peter 5:7) 


You say: “I don’t have 
enough faith” 

God says: I’ve given every- 
one a measure of faith 
(Romans 12:3) 

You say: “I’m not smart 
enough” 

God says: I give you wis- 
dom (I Corinthians 1:30) 


You say: “I feel all alone” 
God says: I will never leave 
you or forsake you 


(Hebrews 13:5) 


Something to think about: 


‘Where It Began’ 


By S. Corneliou 


Now that our society has “progressed” to the 
point that we have six-year-olds shooting other 
six-year-olds, it might be time to see. It’s time for 
us to stand up for what we know is right for our 
pales Where it began . . . We reap what we sow. 

see, I think it started when Madeline 
eee O'Hare complained she didn’t want any 
prayer in our schools, and we said OK. 

Then someone said you better not read the 
Bible in school, the Bible that says thou shalt not 
kill, thou shalt not steal, and love your neighbor as 
yourself. And we said, OK. 

Dr. Benjamin Spock said we shouldn't spank 
our children when they misbehave because their 
little personalities would be warped and we might 
damage their self-esteem. And we said, an expert 
should know what he’s talking about so we won't 
spank them anymore. 

Then someone said, teachers and principals 
better not discipline our children when they mis- 
behave. And the school administrators said no fac- 
ulty member in this school better touch a student 
when they misbehave because we don’t want any 
bad publicity, and we surely don’t want to be sued. 
And we accepted their reasoning. 

Then someone said, let’s let our daughters 
have abortions if they want, and they won’t even 
have to tell their parents. And we said, that’s a 
great idea. 

Then some wise school board member said, 
since boys will be boys and they’re going to do it 
anyway, let’s give our sons all the condoms they 
want, so they can have all the fun they desire, and 


we won't have to tell their parents they got them 
at school. And we said, that’s another great idea. 

Then some of our top elected officials said it 
doesn’t matter what we do in private as long as we 
do our jobs. And agreeing with them, we said it 
doesn’t matter to me what anyone, including the 
president, does in private as long as I have a job 
and the economy is good. 

And then someone said let’s print magazines 
with pictures of nude women and call it wholesome 
down-to-earth appreciation for the beauty of the 
female body. And we said we have no problem with 
that. 

And someone else took that appreciation a step 
further and published pictures of nude children 
and then stepped further still by making them 
available on the Internet. And we said we have no 
problem with that. 

And the entertainment industry said, let’s 
make TV shows and movies that promote profani- 
ty, violence, and illicit sex. And let’s record music 
that encourages rape, drugs, murder suicide, and 
satanic themes. And we said it’s just entertain- 
ment, it has no adverse effect, and nobody takes it 
seriously anyway, so go right ahead. 

Therefore, now we're asking ourselves why our 
children have no conscience, why they don’t know 
right from wrong, and why it doesn’t bother them 
to kill strangers, their ani 
Probably, if we think about it long and hard 
enough, we can figure it out. I think it has a great 
deal to do with . . . we reap what we sow. It might 
just be time to become responsible for giving-and 
living a higher standard of values for ourselves 
and our children. 


Celebrated the 49th 
Annual National 
Day of Prayer in Newark 


Al 
in to celebrate the 


millions of Americans across the 
l National Day of Prayer. Let us 
Mh ay sft 


Join us as we join 


9th Annu 
f 


4at 12-2 
onal Dayóf 


erican Nat s ifitervention 


through prayer. The Continental Congress’ first official act in 1774 


was to call the 
national day of 
and.” ‘ 


nation to prayer. In 1776 Congress called for the first 
prayer and fasting “that the Lord God might bless the 


Asa day nation, our officials and leaders still real- 
ize our need for prayer as individuals and as a nation. President 
Clinton in hig pr i018 fot last year’s Natio of Prayer 
said, “From our earli ther in times of joy or of challenge, 
Americans have raise and voices in prayer.” He added, 
“Our Nation’ ey forged a y based on 
freedom and f uman rights. Our military leaders and the 
millions of mend wombn Who bave served:in our Armed Forces 


have prayed in 


the midst of every conflict in which our Nation has 


fought. And so it continues on ghis day, as Americans of every race, 
background, and creed pray in churches, mosques, synagogues, tem- 


ples, and their 
fronting the ch 


own homes for guidance, wisdom and courage in con- 
allenges before us. 


Congressman Steve Largent of ae ae put it quite Er eg 
hi ite o1 yi 


ly when he said,” 
plish almost any 


Prayer in 4 
rights referred 
itage, our cus 
words “In God 
hand, making 
er to embrace 


rayer a national diving GEN met, Let us come ee 
e privilege of prayer and give authenticity to our 


motto by demör 


Strating that indeed we do trust in God 


ATTENTION 


Churches & Mosques 
Please send your religious editorials and calendar events to: 
Ciry News 111 Mulberry St., Suite 1F Newark, NJ 07102 


“Let the beauty of the Lord our The Carolinian 
Raleigh 
God be upon us. Evelyn Jervay 
(Psalm 91) Louisiana Weekly 
New Orleans 
GOSPEL INSIDER Rennett Hall 


would like to congratulate 


Michigan Chronical 


PURPOSE MAGAZINE Detroit 
Bob Kerse 

“Living More to the Meaning of Life” 
‘on the their 9th Anniversary this May City News 


a special anniversary issue will mark 


their celebration. Gilda Rogers 
If you are interested in subscription or Houston Sun 
ad information, Dorris Ellis 
call (614) 224-2113. 

and the 


HOLY PRAYER Hugo Warren I 


In Gospel News, here is an issue that 
those of us, who love the Lord, should 
watch closely. 


The atheist organization founded by 
Madelyn Murray O'Hare. who has 
been missing for several years, has 
mounted a legal effort to prevent the 
gospel from being read on the air- 
waves. A hearing has been granted to 
consider their case. 


TRICITY HEADLINES GOSPEL Gospel lnsiter AE 
INSIDER “Weekend Edition” 
radio show 
GOSPEL INSIDER would like to wel- recently premiered natic.rally 


come the Windy City Word (Chicago) 
newspaper, which is edited by Mary 
Denson into our family of newspaper 
affiliates. 


York, Los Angeles, 


SanFrancisco, Raleigh and Birmingham 


The Windy City Word joins the 


Upcoming Gospel heavyweight guests 
on Gospel Insider 2000 include Richard 
Smallwood, who along with Shirley 
Caesar, Kim Burrell and John P. Kee 
contributed to the huge success of 
WOW Gospel 2000. WOW 2000 was 
recently certified gold 


Baltimore Times 
Dena Wane 


Birmingham World 
Joe Dickson 


Newark, New Jersey 


Philadelphia New Observer 


BISHOP ULMER INSTALLED IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 


Bishop Kenneth Ulmer has been 
installed as the new Bishop of the 
Macedonia Intemational Bible Fellow- 
ship. The South African Fellowship, 
which is just a year old, is an organiza- 
tion of Pastors representing Zimbabwe, 
Namibia, the Congo and England 


in 40+US Markets, including New 
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THURSDAY, MAY 5 


NEWARK - North Jersey District 
Missionary Baptist Association pre- 
sents “Joy Night" will be held at 
Clearview Baptist Church with the Rev. 
kham at 7 p.m. For further 
information call 973-242-4173. 


SATURDAY, MAY 6 


NEWARK - Mt. Zion Baptist Church 
present its Youth Empowerment 
Symposium from 9 a.m.-1:00p.m. 
Come out and join us, there will be sev- 
eral pastors speaking. For further infor- 
mation call 973-242-4173. 


SUMMIT - Concord Singers Presents 
“Treasury of Love & Spirit”. At 7:30 p.m. 
the choral group will present their 
spring concert at St, John's Church. 
For further information call 908-464- 
5260. 


SUNDAY, MAY 7 


Calvary-Roseville United Methodist 
Church proudly presents Gospel 
Explosion. For further information call 
973-673-1745. 


NEWARK - Pastoral Anniversary for 
Rev. Dr. L. Ronald Durham at 11:00 
am. located at 186-190 Thomas 
Street, For further information call 973- 
242-4173. 


NEW YORK - Riverside Church pre- 
sent 3rd Annual Spring Choral Concert 
Featuring The ‘Riverside Chamber 
Singers at 3:00 p.in.._for further infor- 
mation call 212-870-6722. 


FRIDAY, MAY 12 


NEW YORK - The Riverside Church 
"Rap Writers & — Performance 
Workshop" returns tor an eighth year of 
offering aspiring young artists assis- 
tance in honoring their skills, from 7-9 
p.m. For further information call 212- 
870-6739. 


SATURDAY, MAY 13 


BELLEVILLE- Crusade Deliverance 
Holiness Church presents the 
“Christian Prom 2000°. The event to 
starts at 7 until 11 P.M. For further 
information contact Betty Hester at 
973-824-4444, 


NEWARK - Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 
(Rev. Durham) will be presenting their 
“Youth Empowerment Symposium" 
from 9 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Come out an 
hear the different reverends from sev- 
eral different churches speak. For fur- 
ther information call 973-242-4173, 


‘SATURDAY, MAY 20 


WESTFIELD - The Choral Art Society 
of New Jersey, Inc. continuing its cele- 
bration of the new millennium, will be 
performing Joseph Haydn's “The 
Seasons” at 8 p.m. at the Presbyterian 
Church, For further information call 
732-382-0394. 


SATURDAY, MAY 27 


IK - Woman's Support Ministry 
Seminar being held at Mt. Zion's 
Baptist Church located at 186-190 
Thomas Street at 9 am. For further 
information call 973-242-4173, 


Value Time 


To realize the value of 
ne Month, 
ask the mother who gave 
birth to a premature baby. 


To realize the value of 
One Week, 
ask the editor of a weekly 
newspaper. 


To realize the value of 
On 


ie Hour, 
ask the lovers who are 
waiting to meet. 


To realize the value of 
One Minute, 
ask the person who missed 
the train. 


To realize the value of 
One Second, 

ask the person who just 

avoided an accident. 


To realize the value of 
ne Millisecond, 
ask the person who won a 
silver medal in the Olympics. 


Treasure every moment 
that you have! 
Yesterday is history. 
Tomorrow is mystery. 
Today is a GIFT. 


Drawing “Ethiopian Dancer” by Ellen Powel Tiberino 


By Gilda Rogers 


Startled by its mam- 
moth size in absolute demand of 
your attention, you gaze upon a 
rich-chocolate figure of an 
African woman kneeling in a 
spectacular body of blue water — 
the Atlantic Ocean - with the 
continents of Africa and North 
America in full view. She 
kneels in tribute to the 6 -20 
million African lives that were 
lost during the Middle Passage. 
This very prolific and powerful 
work of mosaic art, which is a 
section of the floor in the lobby 
of the Charles H. Wright 
African American Museum in 
Detroit, Michigan, spiritually, 
taps a nerve. 

A dark corridor in time, 
The Middle Passage, a bone- 
chilling horrific experience. 
Heaps of Africans swallowed by 
the big-mouthed ocean — not 
refusing a soul. Serving as a 
safe haven for those Africans, 
the abysmal floor is their sanc- 
tuary — 
bones. 

For all who jumped ship 
they solidified their own fate 
which was far better than being 
in that rotten cavernous hole. 
The defiant ones. God rest their 
souls. To all those who were dis- 
carded and cast overboard, the 
Atlantic ocean saved them from 
a lowly agonizing life of slavery. 


a mountain range of 


African Americans, and fo- 
do Black Americans, who've yet 
to arrive at a place called 
African ancestry, the time his 
come to honor those souls lost. 
And as quiet as its been kent, 
black folks who acknowled; 
their African roots are flocki 
to the shores of the Atlantic 
pay ceremonial tribute to thdir 

On Nov. 16, 1989, To 
Akim, who is affiliated wit 
Medgar College. i 
Brooklyn was inspired to d 
something that would pay: 


Evers 


homage to all the millions of 


African lives lost - snatched 
from the Western shores of 
Africa to embark upon a treach- 
erous trek that severed them 
forever from their homeland. 
“It came out of the National 


Story Telling Conference,” said 
Akim. “My inspiration came 
from Toni Cade Bombara who 
said, “I know that we must 
reclaim the bones in the 
Atlantic Ocean. . . For all those 
that said no and jumped ship. . . 
We don’t call upon those ances- 
tors. . 
nothing to administrate their 
existence.” 

For the past 11 years, Akim 
has led hundreds of people to 
the Atlantic shore off of Coney 
Island, where the “People of 


There are no markers, 


Sun Middle Passage Collective” 
invoke formal ceremony to 


(honor their African ancestors 


The symbolic event, which is 
held the second, Saturday in 
June, will be held this year on 
the 10th 
of that 
month. 
We 
start at 


‘Maafa, 
which is a 
Kiswahili word 
that means 
disaster, 

a terrible 
tragedy or 
catastrophe 

_ in realm of the 
| Atlantic Slave 
{ Trade.’ 


noon with 
libation,” 
ms ya 
Akim 
“We do a 
cultural 
piece on 
the board- 
walk until 
about 5 
pm. with 
spoken 
word artists, drumming and 
dancing. Then we go dewn to 
the ocean and do more of the 
Program there. This year, we're 
going to try to do more of the 
‘ogram down at the ocean. We 
ask everyone to bring flowers. 


| At St. Paul Ci 


from St. Paul Community 
Baptist Church, The Maafa is a 
ceremonial healing process — 
“The way out is back through. 
We share and introduce this 
concept of the Commemoration 
of the Maafa to the Black 
Church as a 21st Century para- 
digm for our collective healing. 
It belongs not to us, but rather 
to the ancestors, who have wait- 
ed patiently for this day of reck- 
oning.” 

This oceanside commemo- 
ration is an effort to connect 
African Americans with their 
distant history. Historical to” 
Africa is not 
place that’s visited in school- 
books for its greatness. The 
members of St. Paul clad 
in white have honored the 
ancestors on the shore 
front of Far Rockaway 
Queens, New York, to recog- 
nize that greatness 

When you consider the time- 
span slavery was allowed to 
flourish in America and the 
innate wrath inflicted upon the, 


America, 


Baptist Church, Dr. Johnny 
Ray Youngblood, who is the 
senior pastor has led his congre- 
gation to commemorate the 
“Maafa,” which is a Kiswahili 
word that means disaster, a ter- 
rible tragedy or catastrophe in 
realm of the Atlantic Slave 
Trade. The commemorative 
word, which was coined by Dr. 
farimba Ani, from Hunter 
‘ollege and who is the author of 
“Let the Circle Be Unbroken,” is 
Mm event, according to Akim, 
: St. Paul hasbeen 
engaged in for about four years. 

According to a brochure 


Black ity for hundred: 
of years, this commemorative 
is novel — a long overdue 
needed reminder for all those 
who claim African ancestry. 


To organize this type of — 


event in your community, St. 
Paul Baptist Church has pro- 
duced a detailed manual as to 
how to create your own Maafa 


Graphic by Yvonne Onque 


commemoration entitled 
“Strategies for Organizing to 
The Maafa” 
which can be received by con- 
tacting St, Paul Community: 
Baptist Church, Sr. Johnny Ray 
Youngblood Senior Pastor, 859 
Hendrix Street Brooklyn, New 
York 11207. Or you can tele- 
phone (718) 257-1300 ext,132 


Commemorate 


A member of St. Paul’s Community 
Church remembering the “Maata”. 


NOTE: Adinkra Symbols shown above 
1 Nothing to fear but God, 
2 Spirituality and purity, 

3. Sankofa: Return to the source 
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STUDENTS TE PART IN 
BICOASTAL SIG 
LANGUAGE SESSION 


NEWARK — Students from Technology 
High School in Newark, who have been 
leaming American Sign Language 
(ASL), have been recording messages 
on video tapes and exchanging them 
with deaf students in other parts of the 
country, such as Alaska and Kansas, in 
an effort to communicate using their 
flew skis 
rogram teaches students 

aie tak Cant vet Barty toe brs 
eign language,” said Eleanor Gaccione, 
who teaches the program at Technology 
High School. "It has been particularly 
rewarding to see the hearing studetns 
in Conversations with our deaf students. 

ome have even put their new skills to 
use at their place of employment.” 
ASL is taught alongside French and 
Spanish as a world language at 
Technology High School. There is also 
a program at the school for deaf and 
hard of hearing students, who are free 
to attend ASL classes. 
The video camera is being used to 
make tapes is just one piece of equip- 
ment that Gaccione recently received 
to supplement the ASL program at the 
school. Students also now have a tele- 
typewriter for telephone calls to and 
from deat students; books with a deaf 


portation to attend Deaf Awareness Day 
at Bruce Street, and road to attend an 
interpreted Broadway show — “Swing 
The new materials were ‘bought after 
Gaccione was awarded a $3000 grant 
from the Newark Public Schools State 
District Superintendent Marion A. 
Bolden, as part of a mini-grant program 
to support teacher intiatives 

Technology High School is located at 
223 Broa 


RICE RENAMED TO 
EDUCATION PANEL, WILL 
HEAD ABBOTT 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

TON — Senate Associate 


Minority Leader Ronald L. Rice has 
been reappointed to the Joint 


Abbott districts such as New 

Irvington, and East Or oe 

“| want to thank both Senate Minority 

Leader (Richard J.) Codey and Senate 

President (Donald T.) DiFrancesco for 

having the confidence in me to reap- 

point me to this important education 

panel,” said Senator -i 

whose 26th Legislative District includes 
arts of Newark, as well as Irvington, 


issue to deal with, from early childhood 
education to education funding. | look 
forward to tackling these and other 
issues of importance to urban and sub- 
urban school districts.” 
Senator Rice will also serve as co 
chairman, along with Senator Norman 
rison, R-Passaic, of the Joint 
Committee's Abbott Subcommittee. 
This panel, which held a hearing on 
whole school reform in Newark last 
December, will likely gather again soon 
to tackle issue of importance to “Abbott” 
school districts, including Newark and 
Irvington. 
'I have worked hard to develop a con- 
tinuing dialogue between state 
Education officials, including 
Commissioner (David) Hespe, and 
Newark eoucaion eaters Serelor 
Rice said. 
“it's very important that the state contin- 
ue this dialogue, and | intend to use my 


Irvington have their interests heard in 


renton. 
The Joint Committee on the Public 
Schools also includes, as vice chair- 


and Byron M. Baer, ar 
Martha W. Bark, Joseph A. Palaia and 
Robertson. 


or sẹnd mail to: 
111 Mulberry St. 
Suite 1F 
Newark, NJ 
07102 
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“Give An Hour” initiative launched at Gateway 


Pictured above are the corporate sponsors of www.niserves.org at the launch of “Give An Hour” volunteer initiative rep- 


NEWARK — Hundreds of 
commuters, residents and stu- 
dents are expected to leave their 
“stamp of approval” at Newark's 
Gateway Center 
.org hosts a 24. 
hour volunteer registration drive 
and banner painting celebration 
marking the start of “Give An 
Hour.” Just before midnight on 
April 10, an 80-foot by 8-foot ban- 
ner will be unraveled on the 
walking-bridge that connects 
Gateway Center Towers I and 2. 


resenting The Prudential Foundation, PSEG, Microsoft, The Novartis Foundation and The New Jersey Nets. 


Then over the next 24-hours 
passersby will be asked to pledge 
one hour of their time to 
www.njserves.org and leave a 
handprint of support on the mas- 
sive banner. In recognition of the 
value of volunteerism, both 
Rovere Ree istie Whitman and 
Newark Mayor Sharpe James 
proclaimed the ay 
“www.njserves.org Day.” 
The “Give An Hour” ‘initiative 
is a statewide effort to amass a 
bank of volunteers that can be 
linked with one of the following 


general service 


categories: 
Youth, Seniors, Housing, Health 


and Environment. Registered 
volunteers will be sent e-mail 
notifications listing variousop- 
portunities within their commu- 
nity based on their designated 
area of interest. 
www.njserves.org’s goal is to 
accumulate a bank of 5 gn 
hours to be utilized by New 
Jersey's community-based orga- 
nizations. PSEG, Novartis, 
Microsoft, The New Jersey Nets 
and The Prudential Foundation 


are proud of 
www.njserves.org. 

“Matching willing volunteers 
with non-profits in need is the 
basic concept oi 
www.njserves.org. said 

fessor Michael Shafer, cre- 
r of www.njserves.org and 
director of the Citizenship and 
Service Education (CASE) 
Program at Rutgers. “This user- 
friendly Web-based clearing- 
house links New Jerseyans in a 
single virtual community of citi- 
zens, civicorganizations, elected 
officials, corporations and gov- 
ernment.” 

“We are most appreciative of 
Professor Shafer in assisting us 
by increasing the public’s aware- 
ness of volunteer opportunities 
within the state,” said Sarah 
Thoma, director, Governor's 
Office of Volunteerism. 

“PSEG applauds the efforts of 
www.njserves.org. whose innova- 
tive use of technology makes it 
possible for community groups to 
share best-practices and further 
common missions and visions,” 
said Maria Pinho, general man- 
ager, Corporate Responsibility, 
PSEG. “PSEG is proud to help 
launch “Give An Hour” during 
the Points of Light Foundation’s 
27th annual National Volunteer 

eek” 


sponsors 


“I am proud that 
www.njerves.org is manning a 
24-hour stand in Newark’s 
Gateway Center on April 11, asit 
is reaching out to the residents 
and businesses of New Jersey’s 
largest city, and greatest source 
of caring people,” said Newark 
Mayor Sharpe James. “I know 
that Newarkers of all ages and 


Paterson looking for a few good 


PATERSON To hear 
Paterson’s superintendent of 
schools, Dr. Edward Duray tell 
it, “things are tough all over — 
especially when it comes to 
recruiting and retaining quali- 
fied math and science teachers.” 
Not only are they in short sup- 
ply, but when it comes to a com- 
munity like Paterson in particu- 
lar, and Passaic county schools 
in general, other larger more 
affluent school districts win out. 

They have admitted that 
when they finally do find quali- 
fied teachers, they have to had 
to pay at the top of the scale in 
order to even entice them to stay 
for the year. Passaic County is 
even now paying math instruc- 
tors a stipend to take on more 
classes in order to serve stu- 
dents who have had to do with- 
out. 

Paterson currently needs a 
chemistry teacher and two phys- 
ical science teachers for its high 
schools. The positions are cur- 
rently being covered by substi- 
tutes, who, unfortunately, are 
clueless about the principles and 
do a less than adequate job. Ata 
recent job fair, they managed to 
hire two science teacher candi- 
dates, however, not in the above 
mentioned fields. As a result, 
they have actually begun 
recruiting outside the educiation 
market, taking individuals who 
primary career function was 
other than education,but have 
basic skills or expertise in either 
math or science to fill the gap. 

Along with the problems of 
recruitment are the problems of 
supply. It has become evident 
that not as many students are 
graduating with degrees in math 


or science, let alone education. 
According to the Department of 
Education, there will be a nedd 
for more than 2.2 million teach- 
ers in the next ten years. The 
problems however are that the 
urban areas need those teachers 
and more now. With the growing 


‘it’s the kids 

who get cheated 
in the long run if 
they can’t learn 
the new 
teehnologies 

that make 

them and can’t 
teach them’ 


need for qualified employees 
knowledgable of the new tech- 
nologies, teachers are in high 
demand to teach those pro- 
grams. According to a report 
from the College of New Jersey, 
fewer and fewer college gradu- 
ates are focusing in those areas, 
and there were just nine gradu- 
ates in biology, with thirty-nine 
of its 241 education graduates in 
high school math or technology. 
A great many education majors 
are actually being enticed into 
other fields with promises of 
higher salaries, better working 
conditions, and high cost of liy- 
ing increases. There has also 
been an increase in the numbers 
of teachers retiring, or going into 
more lucrative fields. 

While Paterson/Passaic 


State takeover 
investigation 


Continued from page A1 


Payne said there also is a 
moral imperative for everyone 
to concern themselves with the 
excesses of the state’s takeover 
in Newark. 

“The bottom line here is not 
the $73 million is missing 
money — it’s the children who 
are supposed to be getting a 
quality education,” said Payne. 
“The Legislature would 
remiss if it sat on the HR 
and allowed the state’s takeover 
effort in Newark to nosedive 
into further disarray at the 
expense of children.” 

“It’s outrageous that the 
long-suffering children in the 


The Legislature 


would be remiss 
if it sat on the 
sidelines and 
allowed the state’s 
takeover effort in 
Newark’ 

to nosedive 


Newark district must once again be penalized by the failings of the 
government which is supposed to provide for them and prepare them 
for the future,” Payne said. “The children have been victimized by 
this inferior school system for years .For the past five years, the state 
has compounded this tragic situation with a takeover scheme that 
lacks any sense of accountability. The state was supposed to correct 
this bad situation, but has instead made it worse — no doubt depriv- 
ing another generation of children of a productive future.” 


school districts agree that teach- 
ers should be paid market rate 
salaries, they also admit there is 
more lip service than real action 
on the part of the city and state 
government to make this hap- 
pen. Hence, it’s easier to recruit 
from the liberal arts and politi- 
cal science arenas, however, 
teachers with math and science 
skills know they can go to high 
tech firms and get double what 


they can pay them. It’s no doubt 
that salaries count a great deal. 
But convincing the people who 
hold the purse strings to ante up 
is getting more and more diffi- 
cult as competition between pri- 
vate and public sector grows. 
The bottom line, however, is 
it’s the kids who get cheated in 
the long run if they can’t learn 
the new technologies that make 
them and can’t teach them. The 


backgrounds will see 
www.njserves.org’ ind and be 
moved to give that small hour to 
provide so much hope for so 
many people.” 

Other dignitaries that were 
at today’s launch included: Willis 
Reed, executive vice president, 
New Jersey Nets and NBA Hall 
of Famer; Mary Cudjoe, director, 
Governor's Office of Ethnic and 
Minority Affairs; and Emmet 
Dennis, acting vice president for 
student affairs at Rutgers. 

“When we come together in 
the spirit of volunteerism, we can 
enact positive change and 
enhance the quality of life for all 
people,” sai ew Jersey 
Secretary of State DeForest Bi 

Soaries, 

“www.njserves.org is to be com- 
mended for hosting this volun- 
teer registration drive and for 
raising an. awareness of the 
importance and the need for com- 
munity service.” 

“We are pleased to support 
www.njerves.org and lend our 
voice in encouraging individuals 
and businesses alike to 
unselfishly donate their time,” 
ow ah Morris, president 

hi Prudential 
Poua dagion www.njserves.org is 
New Jersey’s largest comprehen- 
sive source of information about 
civic and service organiza- 
tions. The site provides a search- 
able directory of more than 
40,000 civic organizations, online 
matching of volunteers and 
opportunities, a digital ware- 
house of donated goods and ser- 
vices, and information about 
upcoming events and ongoing 
projects. 


eachers 


other danger is recruiting teach- 
ers who have bounced from dis- 
trict to district because of other 
presenting problems. With a 
growing rate of reports of teach- 
ers who turn out to be felons, the 
challenge is to recruit those who 
are actually fit to work in the 
classroom, and whether or not 
they can sustain an intensive 
background check. And the 
vicious cycle continues. 


Uniting & Building Community 


GirvNews 


We realize that our future lies chiefly in our 


own hands. We know that neither institution 


nor friends can make a race stand unless it 


has strength in its own foundation; that races 


like individuals must stand or fall by their 


own merit; that to fully succeed they must 


practice the virtues of self-reliance, self- 


respect, industry, perseverance, and economy. 


— Paul Robeson 


CITY NEWS...help- 
ing to bring us 


together 


Become informed about the issues, 
concerns and achievements weekly. 
City News stands as an intelligent 
sensible and motivation voice of, | Zip 


for and by the black 
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GPU Corporate Executives from left to right: Mike Chessar, Mark 
Oftynn, Yolanda Garie, Toby Stanislaw and Carl Brooks 


Rev. Ronald Durham, Bishop Wi 


ym Cahoon, Joanne and Jon Corzine 


Dale Caldwell 
The Newark Alliance 


Maurice Brown 
Bell Atlantic 


Charlene Brown Leonard Johnson 
AT&T Horizon Mercy 


Debbie Brown, Frazeal Harris, Nat Harris, vice president, United 
National Bank and Corby Ellis-Mare, Marketing director, City National 


d i 
Former honorees Franotie Washington and Veronica Faye Taylor 


Port Authority Executives Wiltred Chabrier, Lash L. Green, John W. 
Alexander, Jr., with State Senator Ronald Rice 


\ 


Continued from page A1 


those delighted to see each other 
mixed with the jazzy sounds of 
The Cecil Brooks III and the CB 
Ill Band was the scene during _ 
the tri-level two-hour reception. 
At the top of the rotunda, renown 
artist Alonzo Adams, a former 
honoree, displayed a montage of 
artwork that have become very 
distinct conversation pieces in 
the homes of the rich and famous , 
and not so rich 

Indeed, in retrospect, the ac- 
claimed reunion has become 
what many presenters and hon- 
ore! 's referred to as “one big fam- 
il; 


“In the cocktail hour almost: 
everyone knew each other as 
extended family.” said Al 
Koeppe, president ando cl hief oper: 
ating officer of PSE s he 
recalled the Bae ioo "Most 
Influential” celebration. 

“In the first gathering in 
1996, we didn’t know what the 
event would be. The ceremony 
started at 8 p.m. and didn’t end 
until 2 in the morning — the 
evening ran long. There was 


Henry and Jan Johnson, Publishers 


the City of Newark . In politics 
Wynona Lipman, Donald Payn 
and for community Service Bill 
Wimberly.” At that point, Koeppè 
in acknowledging the recet 
death of Wimberly extended 
his widow, Glenda, a sinceri 
heart-felt appreciation for her 
being at this year's event. For 
those other honorees who have 
passed, which includes Sen, 
Lipman, they were paid a special 
tribute at the onset of this year’s 
gala. 
Continuing to recap years 
gone by, more anecdotal stories 
were shared with the audience. A 
highlight was one story that wa: 
told via the 1996 video-tape by 
Ti-Hua Chang, a reporter for 
Channel 4 news, who was hon- 


| 
Sharpe James, Mayor for life 4 
3| 


Shanda Laws of City News, 
Gwendolyn Rippey of Horizon Mercy 
and Migdalia Gomez International 
Churches of Christ 


ored in 1996. The Chinese- 
American recalled reading the 
“New York Times,” as instructed 
by his father as the paper to read 
when he was a little boy. He read 
about the death of Civil Rights 
activist Medgar Evers, who 

been gunned down on the front 
lawn of his home. This event 
shook, him as a young child 
before he ever knew he would 
grow to become a news reporter. 
Twenty-nine years after the 
death of Evers, Chang traveled to 


CITY NEWS 


ely lead to the conviction of $ 


assassin, Byron 
si ceckwith His story was a 
Very poignant moment in the cel- 
ebration, as was the salute to the 


Tuskegee Aifmen, who were hon- | 


Ored in 1997. 


However, not to go unnoticed 


Were the sponsors who made the 
Fevent possible - Co-sponsors 
Schering-Plough, AT&T, Bell 
Atlantic, Horizon Mercy 
PSE&G, GPU, Prudential, 
CIT Group, United National 
Bank, WBLS 107.5, WLIB 1190, 
Anheuser-Busch, Inc., 


Coors, Pepsi-Cola, Summit Bank, 
Aventis Pharmaceuticals, Avis, 
ity National Bank, Horizon 


Blue Cross & Blue Shield of New 
Jersey, Investors Savings Bank, 
PNC Bank, Time Warner and 
Valley National Bank. 

‘This evening is really about 
recognizing the companies ani 
people that have really made a 

lifference in our communities 
Said Richard Zahn, president of 
Schering Laboratories and 
whose company has been a major 


sponsor of the 100 
Each majór 


sponsor 
made his or her way to the podi- 
um spoke of the vision of Henry 
and Jan Johnson. 
“We're so glad to be here to 


honor all the honore 
Johnson (no relation to the pub- 
lishers). “The Johnson's are a 
people of action. They see a 
vision and get the job done.” 

To all in attendance, the 
Johnson’s highlighted an initia- 
tive — CITYNET — which was intro- 
duted as a deliberate concept to 
build collaborations and partner- 
ships that will spawn dynamic 
improvement in urban centers 
Conceptually, CiryNer begins 
thé discussion to promote these 
collaborations as a means to cre- 
até meaningful opportunities for 


Artist Alonzo Adams and Cydnie 
Jones 


progress, prosperity, growth and 
personal achievement throug! 
information sharing and the use 
of technology. An endeavor that 
its parent company, City News 
Publishing #s committed to nur- 
turing to fruition. 

The CiryNet concept and the 
Douglass-Wells Collaborative, 
will serve as a mentoring effort 
to rally youth who are inspired to 
venture into the fields of commu- 
ni¢ation and journalism to hone 
their skills. There is a dire need 
for black fepresentation to fill a 
void missing in many newsrooms 
aéPoss the country, as well as a 
place on the home front - the 
Black Press. The Douglass-Well 
Collab 


where he discovered 
new evidence, which would even- 


port mechanism. 


The $ 


Bally's ; 
Park Place, Continental Airlines, $ 


that : 


said Len } 


Ga 


will be that sup- > 


Rev. DéForest Buster Soaries, 
Secretary of State of New Jersey 
By Kelly Foster 
It was a night of paying trib- 
2 ute to the past, celebrating the 
present, and envisioning the 
future, as City News 100 Most 
Influential Gala honorees, past 
and present, joined together at 
and 


Senator Frank Lautenberg 


CityNer, among other women 
and minority publications. 
Additionally, GPU supports 
local NAACP and Urban League 
groups. 

After his introduction by 
award presenter Elizabeth 
C 


NJPAC to honi 


each other. 
* Five special honorees, recog- 
$ nized for their commitment to 
= their communities, were called 
to the stage to accept plaques for 
* their exceptional contributions. 
t They included: Secretary of 
: State DeForest B. Soaries. Rev. 
David Jefferson, Rev. Reginald 
z Jackson Fred D. Hafer, and 
* Senator Frank Lautenberg. 
Soaries, whose award was 
accepted by Mary Cudjoe, who is 
Gov. Whitman’s Director of 
+ Ethnic and Minority Affairs. 
5 Soaries became secretary of 
* state in January 1999. 

He is committed to helping 

¿ at-risk youth. Along with Gov. 
Whitman, he formed a program 
called V-Free, a program 
designed to curb youth violence, 

* victimization, and vandalism. 
As pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Lincoln Gardens in 

| Somerset, Soaries has expanded 
his congregation by more than 

3,500. 

Rev. David Jefferson, pastor 
of one of the largest African 
American churches in New 
© Jersey, accepted his award from 

Al Koeppe, President and COO 
> of PSE&G, juggles many differ- 
* ent vocations. In addition to his 
role as minister, he serves as 
Executive Vice President for 
AT&T and is also a lawyer. 

‘Td like to thank you for this 
$ honor,” he said. 
scratched the surface. 
appropriate to accept this honor 
> on behalf of all the members of 
the Metropolitan Church.” 

Jefferson, who through his 
ministry has worked towards 
* improving the lives of inner-city 
youth, directs 35 ministries that 
provides support for Newark’s 
needy population. 

“I want to let people know 
that self-sufficiency is not a bad 
word, it’s a good word,” he said. 
“We accept this award for all the 
churches,” he continued. “We 
want to make economic develop- 
ment a reality... one of the 
greatest assets in African- 
American community is the 
church. Our churches must lead 
us in making economic develop- 
ment a reality.” 

Like Jefferson and Soaries, 
Rev. Reginald J. Jackson, is A 
minister on the move. He i: 
Executive Director of the Black 
Minister’s Council, which repre- 
sents more 600 frican- 
American churches in New 
Jersey. His council has been 
instrumental in fighting racial 
profiling in New Jersey. During 
his leadership at St. Matthew 
African 


Director of the New Jersey 
Network, Hafer joked that it 
was “rare to hear your own obit- 
uary.” 

“Tm honored and priveleged 
to share this evening with past 
honorees,” exclaimed Hafer. 
“Our collective progress will 
shape our future. As business 


Presentor: Elizabeth 
Christopherson, Executive Dir. NJN 


Presentor: Rev. Calvin McKinney 
President, NJ Baptist Convention 


leaders, we must be engaged , 
we must remain part of the solu- 
tion, and foster environments 
that encourage every individual. 
It is with great f ya and grati- 
tude that I stand here.” 
Perhaps the highlight of the 
honorees was Senator Frank 
Lautenberg, who had flown in 
for the evening from 
Washington, D.C. just in time to 
receive his award. Rich Zahn, 
President of Schering 
Laboratories, presented the 
award. Lautenberg, whose leg- 
islative successes include the 
areas of crime prevention, eco- 
nomic security, gun control and 
health care, thanked the 
African-American community 
for supporting his campaigns. 
Declaring that many people 
are too ci d with material 


Church, the congregation 
increased from 150 members to 
1500 members. GPU Vice- 
President Carl Brooks present- 
ed the award, and Rev. Dwight 
Gill, of the East Orange New 
Hope Baptist Church, accepted 
on Jackson's behalf. 

ext honored was Fred 
Hafer, chairman and president 
of GPU. Through GPU, Hafer 
has dedicated himself to foster- 
ing workplace diversity and sup- 
porting minority business ven- 
tures. GPU supported City 
News by helping to launch its 
YES magazine, and has given 
sponsorship to City News and 


matters, Lautenberg suggested 
all members of the Senate spend 
a week in urban poverty, to get 
an understanding of what mat- 
ters in urban communities. 

“What’s important is know- 
ing who's taking care of my chil- 
dren, who’s taking care of my 
mother,” he said. 

“Unless we provide children 
with a vision, they'll be missing 
important assets,” Lautenberg 
continued. 

“My belief in America is that 
unless everyone feels good about 
themselves, none of us can be 
settled We can't forget about 
those impoverished children.” 
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Sgt. Cabarus, a Newark corrections officer stands next to mock jail with students inside 


By Gilda Rogers 

IRVINGTON-An all night jam of 
a different kind — bumpin’ music, 
food and’ drink, the latest fashion 
trends, teens mingling and dishin’ the 
dirt on “Dirty T.” This sounds like 
your typical teen scene, right? 
WRONG! The 90 or so teens that 
assembled in Irvington High School's 
gym on April 20, around 8:30 p.m. 
and didn’t emerge until about that 
same time the next morning were 
many things ~ but not your typical 

ese teens, a select group, 
accompanied by some adult folk 
down in the community locked them- 
selves in for the night and received a 
heavy dose of inspiration, peer issues 
counseling, some amazing words that 
reverberated powerful truths through- 
out the room. Welcome to Irvington 
High School’s Urban Youth Coalition 
Lock-In 2000 — where teens take cen- 
ter stage and minister to one another 

The roster of entertainment was 
to be believed, or as that translates in 
today’s lingo “off-the-hook.” But 
then it would have to be after all this 
was an all night groove thing. 

There were the Brick City 
Dancers a group of high school gents 
who performed a torrid montage of 
free-style dancing. Then there were 
The Cabarus Brothers, whose soulful 
angelic voices and their rendition of 
“Amazing Grace” brought people to 
their feet. Malik Jones, 24, an 
Irvington High 1994 graduate and 
recording artist and it would seem a 
disciple of Rev. Jesse Jackson sent an 
emphatic declaration to the youth that 
said, “I am Somebody. ey 
ale up UR Mimik Riley. BI. 
AIR ar er sie) ER bet: 
self in being a “ghetto chick” that 
came from the hood and has built a 
dynamic marketing and public rela- 
tions business TRI, INC., was “ghetto 
fabulous” as she delighted the crowd 
with her uncanny style of motivation- 
al speaking. Other speakers included 
Danny Cruz and soon-to-be Wesleyan 
Honor graduate and product of 
Irvington High School, Evans 
Ayanwu. And all hail the Queen -as 
in Queen Latifah, who was there and 
also is a graduate of Irvington High 
School. She was an example to the 
kids of all the endless possibilities — 
successful rap artist, motion picture 
artist, business woman and on her 
way to becoming a talk show queen 
(no pun intended) with the renewal of 
her spot for a second season. 

Rita Owens, who is Queen 
Latifah’s mother and teaches at the 
school was one of the organizers of 
this novel and worthwhile event, 
along with administrator, Julie 
Slattery, and administrative advisor, 
Yolanda Dentley. Ethel Davion, who 
is the principal of the school was 
there to support the event. And 
though not in attendance 
Superintendent Earnest H. Smith 


gave a favorable thumbs-up to the 
spirited occasion 

But the highlight of the event, 
unequivocally, was à group of teens 


E 
Photo by Norman DeShong 


Tamika Riley 


who go by the name of the “Power 
Kids.” Their freeze-frame style of 
performing thought-provoking skits 
was brazenly effective. The 
University of Medical and Dentistry 
based group of high school young- 


Keasam Johnson Photo by Norman DeShong 


sters have committed themselves to 
making people more aware and edu- 
cated about HIV/AIDS, the proper 
use of a condom the importance of 
being tested for HIV and teenage 
pregnancy — while being paid $8 an 
hour for this life-altering gig. But 
even more important is the fact that 
they’re maki 

love i 
student, Keasam Johnson, 16, 
went through a three-month training 
course before being certified a Power 
Kid. “Your friends look up to you 
because they come and ask us 
tions. We make smarter ane 1 
would never think of having sex with- 
out a condom.” 

Michael Brown, 18, who is also a 
Power Kid and attends Central High 
School in Newark said, “It'll (their 
message) have impact. If we can only 


Photo by Norman DeShong 
t 


touch one person tonight then we've 
done our job.” 

Assuredly, they touched. many. 
The program under the direction of 
James E. Anderson has been in exis= 
tent for five years. Their rehearsed 
enactment of real life, scenarios, 
which is enhanced by candid impro- 
visation is delivered so straight at you 
that a young person, heck, an older 
one for that matter is inclined to 
think, before making a decision that 
could alter the rest of their lite ~ havz 
ing. unprotected sex and risking the 
possibi! 
a cha 
This particular scene dealt with a 
teenage girl named Tamara, who the 

on the comer dubbed “Dirty T” 
ause she'd slept around and had 


he Power 
Kids demonstrated what to check for 
on a condom, such as an expiration 
date, air pockets, not to use sharp 
objects when opening a condom 
package. They even demonstrated 
how to make a mouth dam, for those 
performing oral sex, with a condom: 
When purchasing a condom, accord- 
ing to the Power Kids, insist on latex 
because lambskin condoms do not 
guard against HIV antibodies. These 
kids were all of that and some 

Robin Franklin, 23, who current- 
ly is a coordinator for the program 
was once herself a Power Kid. A 

ate of Douglass College at 
Rutgers, Franklin eamed a degree in 
public health, and credits the program 
as her reason for seeking higher edu- 
cation in this field. 

“My degree in public health is a 
direct result of me being a Power 
.” said Franklin, who feels it’s her 
responsibility to give back to her 
community. The group has been fea- 
tured on BET's Teen Summit and 
MTV. 


Giving the kids a reality cheek, 
Sgt. Cabarus, who is a corrections 
officer in Newark brought a profound 
visual aid with him on this night = a 
mock jail cell and prison garb to 
atch. He had soine of the kids dress 
in the bright orange jumpsuits and get 
inside the cell. Cabarus electrified the 
audience with a monologue that 
rivaled the best Baptist preacher. 
Almost pleading, he begged the chil- 
dren to stray away from trouble, 
because of the 2 million inmates in 
the prison population, most are young, 
black men. 


y of her students 
“Momma O,” viewed the 
n overall sucgess. 


“They (kids) had fun, but iey 
received valuable information, toogMt 
was important to me to bring in for 


mer students from Irvington High 
School that are doing great things 
today to show them what they cando. 
with their lives.” Indeed, this point 
came across — loud and clear! 


‘Rita Owens, 

who is Queen 
Latifah’s mother and 
teaches at the school 
was one of the orga- 
nizers of this novel 
and worthwhile 


event.’ 


‘a select group, 
accompanied by 
some adult folk down 
in the community 
locked themselves in 
for the night and 
received a heavy 


dose of inspiration’ 


‘Queen Latifah with her mother Rita Owens 


Studens of Irvington High School model the I 


Photo by Norman DeShong 


t fashions photo by Norman DeShong 


What makes City NEws 
the leading African-American 
newspaper in New Jersey? 


You do! 


Garden State Association of Black Journalists for your recognition of 


Henry & Jan Johnson, Gilda Rogers, Carl Chase 


Managing Editor 
Gilda Rogers 

First Place: Weekly Sports 

“A Rose Who Grew. 


Second Place: 
Weekly Feature 
“A Rite of Passage” 


Thank you 


City NEws 


$ 


Publishers 
Dr. Henry Johnson and 
Jan Edgenton-Johnson 


Thomas Fortune Award 
for 
Lifetime Achievement 


“TIl 


Weekly Business Reporting 
“Lowering the Standards. . .”. 


Business Editor 
Carl Chase 
1st Place: Weekly Feature 
hey Just Took My Son's Life” 


1st Place: 


Crty NEws--17 years of serving 
Black and Urban Communities 


New Jersey’s 


Black Achievers—Entrepreneur of the Year 


1999 Named in New Jersey's top 20 1996 1990 Afro American Award for Journalist 
‘Arican-American Business people YMCA of Northem and Central New Jersey Excellence, NJ Unite 
Business News New Jersey 1994 Dr, Marin Luther King Jr. Community usinass Braintrust 
RR ‘Service Award North Ward Center, Newark |1989 Entrepreneur of the Year 
diye RUT E cenesil m ad a, Alanic City 
National Newspaper Publishers Association | 1989 Community Service Awar 
1998 — Corporate/Business Recognition and ‘Annual Conference, Minneapolis bal United Fund of pe Jersey 
Appreciation Award New Jersey State 
Convention of NAACP 1993 Best Feature Story 1989. Certificate of Appreciation 
1998 Media Appreciation Award National Newspaper Publi 'uture Business Leaders of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Annual Conference Los “hol Cavona Plainfield High School 
Newark, NJ 
1993, Bost Youth Section 1988 Certificate o! Appreciation 
1998 Excellence in Service Rendered National Aamapapar Pibióhars Asociat Distributive Education Plainfield High 
, Los Angeles, CA School 
F & AM Mason: 
j 1993 Congressional Recor 1988 Special Recognition 
1998 Man and Woman ot the Year Congressman Donald M. Payne NJ Minority Braintrust 
United Caribbean African-American U. S. House of Representatives 
Aliance 1988 Community Service 
1993 Recognition for Support & Encouragement Asbury Park - Neptune NAACP. 
1997 Media Award for Outstanding Performance NJ United Minonty Business Braintrust 
in National Minority Business Council, New 1986 Outstanding Business 
York, NY, Communication and the Minority | 1992 Best News Stor Plainfield — A City For All Seasons, 
Community National Newspaper Publishers Association, 
Annual Conference, Baltimore, Maryland | 1986 Joumaiistic Excelence, Civic Dedication, 
1997 Achievement in Academics and Joumalistic munity Pride Seventh Day Adventist 
rch 1991 Minority Business Advocate of the Year h, 
Publishing North Jersey Medical Society Sy AANE oe Church, Plainfield, NJ 
1997 Community Service Award/Outstanding 1984 Pride in Plainfield Proclamation 
Service through Concemed Black Nurses | , Mayor Richard Taylor 
of Newark, NJ Urban and Special 1991 Best News Photo 
Progiains ior Your Natonal Newspaper Pusher Assooiaon |1984 Resoluton NI Siate Genaral Assambiy 
Annual Conference, Nassau, Assemblywoman Angela Perun 
19% Community Service Award A 


Urban League of Union County 


Founder's Day Award 
92 Psi Phi 


May 3 — May 9, 2000 


HeartBeat 


Cry News B3 


eartbeat 
Calendar 


THURSDAY, MAY 4 


BELLE MEADE- The Carrier Clinic 
hosts a bipolar disorder seminar at 12 
noon. For further information, call 
(908) 208-1461 


FRIDAY, MAY 5 


NEW BRUNSWICK -St. Peter's Uni- 

versity Hospital sponsors a breastfeed- 

ing support group at 4 p.m. For further 

information, call (732) 745-8600, ext. 
0, 


TUESDAY, MAY 9 


PARSIPPANY - The Alzheimer’s Asso- 
ciation of Northem New eel uy 
host a golf raffle drawing at 7 p. 

more information, call (973) 316-6 Bere. 


SATURDAY, MAY 13 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Robert Wood 
Johnson Hospital hosts its third annual 
Arthritis Patient/Family Conference, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For information, 
call (732) 418-8110. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 


NEWARK - The Newark Beth Israel 
Center for Geriatric Health Care hosts 
a support group for caregivers at 4:30 
p.m. For further information, call (973) 
926-6771 


SATURDAY, MAY 20 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Robert Wood 
Johnson University Hospital hosts a 
Parkinson Disease information confer- 
ence. For further information, call 


(732) 745-7520. 


Dangerous medication <> 


Bristol-Myers Squibb delays launch of highly touted blood pressure medication 


Bristol- 
Myers Squibb 
has withdrawn 
its application for federal approval of a 
high blood pressure medication that was 
expected to be the industry’s next block- 
buster, after regulators raised questions 
about severe reactions in a small number 
of patients. 

The company made the surprising 
decision Wednesday in response to the 
Food and Drug ’s concerns 


the growth rate of the company in ques- 
tion.” 
Still, Ryan said, the resulting stock 
plunge Wednesday has left shares “gross- 
ly undervalued right now, and I would be 
a buyer,” expecting the price to move up 
modestly and recover within a year. 
The company’s shares tumbled 22 per- 
cent . Recently, the stock fell anoth- 
er $1 to $49.933/4, despite the com- 
pany’s first-quarter earnings beat- 
ing Wall Street forecasts. 
Bristol-Myers reported earn- 
ings of $1.22 billion, or 61 cents per 
diluted share, on revenue of $5.26 


cents per share, on revenue of 
$4.85 billion last year. Ana- 
lysts surveyed by First 

Call/Thomson Financial had 
‘expected earnings of 60 cents a 
share. 

Vanlev has been studied in nearly 
7,000 patients, with some staying on the 
drug up to two years, Bristol-Myers said. 
A little more than 1 percent of patients 
experienced swelling problems, including 
four patients who needed to have a tube 
inserted down their throat because they 
had trouble breathing, the company said. 
All four survived 

While the swelling problem, known as 
is a rare side effect of some 


that the drug, Vanlev, might cause severe 
swelling in the face, throat and lips 

~T couldn't have been more shocked,” 
said Barbara Ryan, a managing director 
at Deutsche Bank in New York. `The fact 
that it’s delayed is going to put a lot of 


blood pressure drugs, the FDA seemed 
more concerned with the severe cases in 
which intubations were needed, the com- 
pany said. The swelling problem was 
mainly seen in black people, it added. 
The FDA had been reviewing the drug 


approve it by June. 

Bristol-Myers now says it will conduct 
more studies on the drug, and wait until 
early next year to reapply for federal 
approval. 

“We remain bullish on this drug,” 
said Richard Lane, the president of the 
company’s Worldwide Medicines Group, 
based in Princeton, N.J. “We hope to 
show the four cases of severe angioedema 
were statistical anomalies, and not a sig- 
nal of increased risk.” 

The swelling problems occurred with 
patients shortly after they started taking 
the pill, the company said. As a result, the 
company will look into starting patients 
on a lower dosage to reduce the risk. 

Tony Butler, senior pharmaceutical 
and biotechnology analyst at Lehman 
Brothers in New York, said if that strate- 
gy works and the data Bristol-Myers pre- 
sents next year to the FDA shows Vanlev 
doesn’t have worse side effects than exist- 
ing hypertension drugs, Vanlev’s sales 
potential might not be diminished. 

Bristol-Myers, which has its corporate 
headquarters in New York, had gone to 
great lengths to promote Vanlev in the 
past year, including touting the results of 
earlier studies. 

Analysts had estimated Vanlev could 
make more than $2 billion in sales by 
ae projecting it would be the compa- 
ny’s top-selling drug. 

Bristol-Myers was counting on Vanlev 
sales to make up for falling sales of its 
current top drug, Pravachol, a cholesterol- 
lowering pill. It also was hoping that rev- 
enues from Vanlev would help offset 


Taxol, which is facing patent challenges 

The delay with Vanlev also gives a 
boost to rival Pfizer Inc., maker of Nor- 
vasc, the top-selling hypertension drug. 
Norvasc had sales last year of more than 
$3 billion 

Vanlev was designed to simultaneous- 
ly inhibit two key enzymes which regulate 
blood pressure 

At a medical meeting last fall, studies 
found Vanlev outperformed two main- 
stays of blood pressure control, a top-sell- 
ing ACE inhibitor and a calcium-channel 
blocker. 

Vanlev appeared to do a better job of 
lowering both systolic and diastolic pres- 
sure. 

Systolic is the pressure in the arteries 
when the heart beats, while diastolic is 
the pressure between beats. Systolic is 
the first and larger of the two numbers 
Ideal blood pressure is less than 140 over 
90. 

Like standard ACE inhibitors, Vanlev 
blocks an angiotensin converting enzyme, 
which raises blood pressure. However, the 
medicine also stops another enzyme 
called neuiral endopeptidase. By doing 
this, the medicine protects the body's sup- 
ply of other helpful substances that make 
blood vessels relax and prevent dangerous 
overgrowth of heart muscle 

Hypertension, or high blood pressure, 
affects more than 600 million people 
worldwide. Three of four people with high 
blood pressure in the U.S. are not at or 
below the recommended target goal, 
which puts them at increased risk of 
heart attack, stroke, heart failure, and 


questions in physicians’ minds 


It puts 


since December and had been expected to 


anticipated lower sales of its cancer drug 


kidney disease. 


Get the lowdown on cholesterol 


The American Heart Associ- 
ation has teamed up with two 
pharmaceutical companies to 
help people learn why their cho- 
lesterol numbers are important 
and to teach them what they 
can do to lower their cholesterol 
levels. If you have access to the 
Internet, log on __ to 
http://www.cholesterollow- 
down.org. This interactive web 
site lists sites and dates for free 
cholesterol screenings, tells 
what you should know about 
cholesterol and provides a risk 
assessment survey for heart 
disease. People who check two 
or more risk factors on the sur- 
vey will be encouraged to enroll 
in The Cholesterol Low Down 
Rewards Program, an incentive 
program designed to motivate 
people to help themselves. Fit- 


ness tips, heart-healthy recipes 
and other information will be e- 
mailed to those who enroll 

One the celebrit, 


‘According to the 
American Heart 
Association, 

there are many 
Americans who 

look fit and healthy 
but may still be at 
risk for heart disease’ 
spokespersons for the program 
is Debbie Allen, who helped pro- 


duce the film ‘Amistad’, an 
Academy Award nominee. She 


New technology 
for ear, nose and throat 


The Harmonic Scalpel was 
recently made available as an 
alternative surgical option to 
the patients who make up the 
3.7 million ear, nose and throat 
(ENT) procedures performed 
annually, with 597,000 of those 
being tonsillectomies. Harold 
Arlen, M.D., an ENT surgeon 
at Muhlenberg Regional Med- 


; ical Center, has been utilizing 
$ this new technology and has 
: already performed more than 
| 70 procedures 


In the past, one of two 
methods was used to perform 
tonsillectomy surgery: electro- 
surgery or laser surgery. Both 


; methods use either light or 


| tures to make an 


intense electrical energy that 
operate at very high tempera- 
incision 
through human tissue. This 
procedure often left patients 
with charred or burnt tissue 
and a lengthy recovery time. 
All that has changed as the 
Food and Drug Administration 
cleared the Harmonic Scalpel 
for tonsillectomies last year. 
This is a new application for 
ultrasonic energy. The Har- 
monic Scalpel uses ultrasonic 


' energy to make surgical inci- 


| 1990, 


sions. Initially developed in 


the Harmonic Scalpel 


‘ was used for obstetrics and 


gynecological procedures. The 
expanded use of the Harmonic 
Scalpel now includes tonsillec- 
tomies as well as other ENT 
procedures. Dr. Arlen has been 


utilizing the Harmonic Scalpel 
during the past year to perform 
tonsillectomies as well as pro- 
cedures for snoring and sleep 
apnea with great results. 

This ultrasonic energy uses 
sound waves that turn electri- 
cal energy into mechanical 
motion, and at the same time 
coagulates (the process of clot 


‘Use of the 
Harmonic Scalpel 
decreases surgery 
time and no 
electrical currents 
are passed to or 
through the patient.’ 


formation) small blood vessels 
with minimal tissue damage 
With only a few Harmonic 
Scalpels in use around the 
country, Dr. Arlen is using his 
expertise to teach fellow ENT 
surgeons about this new appli- 
cation. The Harmonic Scalpel 
is a very effective tool for ENT 
procedures. It takes less time, 


habits faster,” said Dr. Men 

he Harmonic Scalpel 
offers a more favorable choice 
for both the surgeon and the 
patient. Unlike electrosurgery 
and laser surgery which use 
light (intense electrical energy 
which. passes through the 
patient and operates at high 
temperatures) to vaporize or 
burn through human tissues, 
ultrasonic instruments like the 
Harmonic Scalpel make inci- 
sions at much lower tempera- 
tures. Use of the Harmonic 
Scalpel decreases surgery time 
and no electrical currents are 
passed to or through the 
patient. In addition, there is no 
burning of tissue, thereby 
reducing thermal tissue dam- 
age and lessening trauma to 
the tissue, which can ultimate- 
ly reduce post-operative pain 
and blood loss during and after 
surgery 

Muhlenberg Regional Med- 
ical Center, a 396-bed acute 
care facility, is an affiliate of 
the Solaris Health System, 
serving the greater Central 
New Jersey region. The System 
includes acute care hospitals, 
inpatient and outpatient reha- 
bilitation centers, nursing and 
convalescent facilities assisted 


is easier to handle, offers 
improved surgical 
and increased safety for 


patients and personnel. 

“In speaking with my 
patients, they heal quicker and 
get back to normal eating 


living and spe- 
cialized treatment programs 
More than 1,000 of the areas 
finest surgeons, physicians and 
dentists are affiliated with 
Solaris Health System 


also worked on several hit tele- 
vision series, including “Fame,” 
“Fresh Prince,” and “A Different 
World.” 

Debbie lost her father, 
grandfather, uncle and aunt to 
heart disease and understands 
the need to manage cholesterol 
levels to reduce the risk of heart 
disease. She’s urging all Ameri- 
cans to learn their cholesterol 
numbers and to learn how to 
manage their cholesterol and 
other risk factors for heart dis- 
ease 

According to the American 
Heart Association, there are 
many Americans who look fit 
and healthy but may still be at 
risk for heart disease because 
they have dangerously high 
cholesterol. High cholesterol 
has no symptoms. When com- 


bined with another risk factor 
such as smoking, high blood 
pressure, diabetes, obesity, a 
family history of heart disease 
or a sedentary lifestyle, high 
cholesterol places a person at 
greater risk for developing 
heart disease 

The web site includes the 
following tips on how to lower 
your cholesterol: 

which foods to eat, which to 
avoid, and cooking tips such as 
basting with wine or fruit juice 
instead of meat drippings. It 
also provides information about 
cholesterol lowering medicines. 

If you don’t have Internet 
access, you can call the Ameri- 
can Heart pebble at 1-800- 
242-872] 

Of course, fetes a web site 
nor a phone call is a substitute 


for a consultation with your 
own doctor. Talk with your doc- 
tor or nurse about your choles- 
terol numbers, and use every 
visit to a health care profession- 
al as an opportunity to discuss 
cholesterol and other risk fac- 
tors for heart disease. 
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* Free Family Fun 
A Health Education 


* Summer Camp Enrollment 
A Sports and Games 


* 
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x Healt ithyKidsDay “ ä 


* Aerobics & Karate Demonstrations 
A NJ Kid Kares Enrollment 


* Food, Giveaways and Bike Raffle 


A Youth Basketball Enrollment 


00000000 GOOG 


Celebrate kids’ health in spirit, mind and body 


Newark YMWCA, 600 Broad Street * 973-624-8900 
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in Salter’ Ones My Sh.. 
(oPacs) Arista Records) 


This 


Sam 
Salter’s forthcoming album is a 
monotone song with a hip-hop 
influenced R&B track that is an 
appropriate introduction to his 
album, only if there is better to 


single from 


come 
Salter’s vocals inspire com- 
parisons between him and Gin- 
uwine, who both sound alike 
with the latter providing a rich- 
er and stronger sound. The 
track does nothing to set itself 
apart from most of the music 
tracks that sound very similar. 
This is not to say that Salter 
can not sing, but outside of the 
song’s title, the lyrics and track 
do nothing to help distinguish 
Salter from the rising sea of 


R&B soloists saturating the air- 
waves 


Phil Terry My Book Of Love 
(Windham Hill) 


Phil Terry is back with a 
energetic album that reclaims 
the R&B feel that he has been 
known to provide. His trade- 
mark screaming vocals at the 
top of his lungs is prominent 
throughout his album along 
with an overall smooth sound 
backed by light background 
vocals that make this piece 
nothing below soothing R&B 
Most of the songs are gener- 
ally love ballads that speak of 
falling in love, being in love, and 
falling out of love. “Keep Me In 
The Dark Tonight,” “My Book Of 
Love,” and “Makin’ Memories” 
are more upbeat tempo songs 


that set a nice pace to the 
album. For those feigning for 
the slow jams, Perry answers in 


the pas of “To Fall In Love,” 


A Postcard 
Over Me,” 


ink There You Go (LaFace/ 
Arista Records) 


‘Taking her rank as hip-hop’s 
Lisa Stanfield, Pink comes 
strong on the single off her debut 
album, “Can’t Take Me Home.” 


On “There You Go,” she talks 
about the aftermath of the 
break-up, when the former 


boyfriend or girlfriend start talk- 
ing about what was wrong with 
you to everyone else. The catchy 

e supported by a Kevin 
Briggs (known for 


“Child's “Bills, Bills, 
track that adds to the 
ss of the song, and 

Pink’s strong and sultry vocals 

will help her quickly establish 

herself on the music scene. 


Send your entertainment 
news to City News 


Fax to: 
City News ARTZ 
(973) 642-5444 


By Rob Williams 
Staff Writer 


Fans and admirers now have 
something else to look forward to 
from the band-- its latest album, 
Here’s The Deal.” This album, 
released by Shanachie Records 
on April 25, explores more musi- 
cal styles beyond its orginal 
range in the form of added Mid- 
dle Eastern music that is 
hinted in some songs, 
and creating trib- 
utes to its influ 

ences, like jazz 
greats il 
Í Davis and Dizzy 
Gillespie. One of 
their trademark 
songs is their ren- 


NEW YORK CITY — Their 
big band sound inspires many to 
lose control. 

See audience members go 
into an uncoordinated fiasco as 
they try to keep up with 
this band that can play 
R&B, hip-hop or jazz 
music at anytime. 
Liquid Soul is 

intoxication 
those who 


the 
for 


bar yet, and the ? 
drink that could # 
take the intoxicated 


dition of “Salt 

overboard. Peanuts,” by Davis, 
“We call the band "& and on the album, 
Liquid Soul because of the their version of “All 
blend of different music back- Blues.” They perform a song 


grounds and styles in our band,” 
said Mars Williams, band leader 
and saxophonist. 
The band 
includes a stel- 
lar horn section, 
guitarist ani 
bass guitarist, a 
drummer, a DJ, 
vocalist, and an 
MC. Also adding 
to the diversity 
is the ethnic mix 


called “The Diz,” in tribute to 
Gillespie 


“Our goal is to 
throw a party every 
time we hit the 
stage, creating a sings the lead 
groove that hits (oan SES 
people right in the “Dysfunction.” 
ass and makes : 


The group 
also enlists help 
rom Simone. 
the daughter of 
the famed Nina 
Simone, who 


of the group, powerful 
which includes » has the audi- 
latino, black, them dance. Welve Mice teigiine 
and white. for more. 


outlasted genres 


It is also this “Our goal is 


papel thet Ry and trends - what to h a party 
ed to the band’s mee every time we 
diverse audi- We play is simply nit the stage, 
many dierent Liquid Soul music, greove frat hite 

Ete cies which is about people, zieht, in 

, to divers the ass am 
audiences. Some groove and makes them 
of their admirers » dance. Wes‘ve 
have come from atmosphere.” Catlasted gen- 
hers "thers, — Mars Williams ye ie nati 
selves, including simply Liquid 
Snoop Dogg, who wanted the Soul music, which is about 
group to open for him during his groove and atmosphere, 


tour. Williams said. 


PHIL COLLINS WINS CASE AGAINST 
EARTH; WIND: & FIRE MEMBERS 


Singer Phil Collins recently Won a 
case against Earth, ‘ire mem- 
bers Rahmlee ‘Michael Davies and 
Louis Saterfield.in a British court: 

A. British-high court.ruled thatthe 
singer had overpaid Davies and Saterfield f 
for their performances on the album, 
“Serious Hits Live.” The court ruléd. that. 

es and Saterfield must pay Collins 
$192,000 they “were paid- in royalties. 


ar 
Earth, Wind & Fire 
Cotinis was originally suing for $384,000. 


File Photo 


be reduced from future royalties from the “Serious Hits Live” 


PUFFY-NOMINATED FOR 
FASHION AWARD 


Sean “Puffy” Combs was nominated 
| {F the Berry Ellis Award for Menswear. 
| for his.“ John” inci 

Fashion’ Designers IANN A The nömia 

nations, which are selected by.a commit- 

tee of magazine editors, journalists, and 
retailers, is public recognition, that 

Combs: has ‘gure A 


TONIGHT AT 7:30! 


RENEE FLEMING, soprano 
ANDRE PREVIN, piono 

Song Cycles by André Previn, Ricky 
lon Gordon, Craig Horris and Aaron 
Jay Kernis. 


COMING SOON! 


THIS SATURDAY AT 8:00! 


IN f otk F 


Sweet Honey in the Rock returns to NJPAC! This Grammy Award-winning 
female quintet’s beautiful a a prelia siyle, versatile repertoire an 

Sa dari Tarab Jaak eee afa e eeN 

is cer i a AY mda eed QG 
Prudential Hall * Tickets $46, $40, $25, $24, $17, $10 
“REVELATIONS” AT ALL PERFS! pet 
FRI & SAT MAY 12 & 13 at 8:00: Ron Brown’s Grace, 

Jawole Willa Jo Zollar’s C” Street - B, Avenue 

SAT MAY 13 at 2:00: Judith Jamison’s Divining, Bill T. 

Jones’ Fever Swamp, John Butler's After Eden 

SUN MAY 14 at 3:00: Ailey Classics, a special Mother's Day 

program of excerpts from 9 works by Alvin Ailey plus 


“Revelations” (complete) D 
Prudential Hall * Tickets $64, $56, $46, $38, $24, $15 


JALI GENERATIONS | 


ATribute to Milt Jackson 


in-fashion, Other: 
na Karan; Kenneth peN Ei 
Jean-Paul Gaultier. Recently retired 
Bill Blass will receive the CFDA 
ey Photo Awards, and. Italian designer. Valéntitio....... 
will receive the Lifetime A ake" 
place at the Lincoln Genter-on- June- ibe 


= 
Sean “Puffy” C 


JIMMY JAM AND 
_.WIFE HAVE TWINS, 


Legendary producer Jimmy “Jam” Harris abd is wife Lisa 
recently became the parents to'a set of healthy twins: = 

Lisa gave birth to a boy named Maximilian Lee, who weighed 
% lbs., and Isabella B, 6 lbs. 2 oz., on April 27. 

‘The couple havea son named: Tyler: James Harris, 3. 

In addition to:his family; Jimmy Jam is working with partner 
Terry. Lewis-on Janet-Jackson’s-next-album as well as a song to be 
included in the,Soundtrack..to»the “Nutty 
Professor” sequel, which. Jackson is co-star- 
ring. They. are also. working with, Patti 
Labelle and Babyface ; 


“D'ANGELO, MARY J. BLIGE. AND 
SISQO TO HEADLINE ESSENCE 


$ 

-> DÄngelo, Märyý J. ae and“Sisqo. 
will be among'the-acts:schedule to‘appear at. 
the Essence Magazine Music Festival 2000. 

‘The magazine’s’annual summer music 
festival will take place July 1-3 in New 
Orleansand:will include acts by Rua DMC, 
Maxwell, Montell Jordan, as well” as he 
artists. Luther Vandross, Cha 
Maze featuring Frankie Beverly, Angie 
Stone, and more to be announced. 


Mary J. Blige 


File Photo 


THE MET ORCHESTRA 
JAMES LEVINE, conductor 
ANNE SOFIE VON OTTER, 
mezzo-soprano 

SAMUEL RAMEY, bass 

Fri May 19 at 8:00 

Bartok’s Bluebeard's Castle 
(complete opera in concert), 
Debussy’s Danses sacree et profane; 
Milhaud's Le boeuf sur le toit, and 
Ravel’s Bolero. 


Artists, dates & times are subject to change 


Pha 


featuring Bobby Quartet, Special 


and The Baby Legends 
SAT MAY 13 at 7:00 


ai a 
A special tribute to the late, great jazz master Milt Beet Fake stellar line up of jazz 
Washington paying 


greats like Bobby Hutcherson, Billy Drummond, Renee Rosnes, or 
tribute to the late master of the leas Mil don Ages 12 & Up. 
*A Bell Atlantic Passport to Culture Family Time Ex 

Presenting Sponsor: Target Stores and Sponsored in = by WEGO Jazz 88. 
Victoria Theater * Adulis $18 Children $9 


FOR TICKETS CALL bga 
1-888-G0-NJPAC = 


tS BFA ONEST 22 a 


7 Conti l 
FOR GROUP SALES CALL (800) 223-7565 n Airlines 8 
ORDER ON-LINE AT www.njpac.org pera 


ATT 
rarer Arist 


May 3 — May 9, 2000 


City News BS. 


‘SATURDAY, MAY 6 


NEWARK - NJPAC hosts a children’s 
jazz concert at 12:30 p.m. For more 
information, call (973) 297-0897 


NEWARK —NJPAC hosts Sweet 
Honey in the Rock at 8 p.m, For more 
information, call (888) GO-NJPAC. 


PARAMUS - Bergen Community Col- 
lege presents the New Orleans 
Klezmer All-Stars, at 8 p.m. For further 
information, call (201) 447-7200. 


RAHWAY - The Union County Arts Cen- 
ter hosts Patti LuPone at 8 p.m. For fur- 
ther information. call (732) 499-8226. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 10 


WOODBRIDGE— The Barron Arts 

Center hosts a poetry event at 8 p.m. 

For more information, call (732) 634- 
13. 


THURSDAY, MAY 11 


NEWARK — NJPAC hosts the Alvin 
Ailey Dance Theater at 7:30 p.m. For 
more information, call (888) GO-NJPAC. 


THURSDAY, MAY 11 


NEW YORK — The Jazz at Lincoln 
Center series os ‘Jazz on Film: a 
terburg, Jump & at 9 p.m 
more information, By (212) 721- 500." 


SATURDAY, MAY 13 
NEWARK - NJPAC presents “Jazz for 


Teens” at 12:30 PM. For further infor- 
mation, call (973) 297-0897. 


‘Where the Heart Is’ flatlines rd ae! dy to book 


By Bob Thomas (AP) 


Converting a novel 
movie can be a tricky journey. A 
book can provide a studio with a 
complete story, fully developed 
characters -- and a ready audi- 
ence if it’s a major best seller. 
That’s the good part. The draw- 
backs: authors often tell their 
stories through the characters’ 
inner thoughts, which are diffi- 
cult to dramatize, and novels can 
run hundreds of pages with long 
time spans and multiple charac- 
ters, making it hard to condense 
into a two-hour movie. 

“Where the Heart Is,” not to 
be confused with the current 
“Where the 

exhibits both the 
pluses and the minuses of book 
adaptation 

The novel by Billie Letts, a 
main selection of Oprah’s Book 
Club, proved an entertaining 
heartwarmer for thousands of 
readers. 

The movie benefits from the 
author’s idiosyncratic characters 
and their bizarre happenings 
But the necessary condensation 
sometimes brings an abruptness 
to the plot. 

Pregnant, 17-year-old 
Novalee Nation (Natalie Port 
man) is fleeing from her Ten- 
nessee homeland with her 
boyfriend, Willy Jack Pickens 
(Dylan Bruno), a young primitive 


into a ae p itl 


Novalee (Natalie Portman, left) and Lexie (Ashley Judd) become fast friends in “Where The Heart Is.” 
File photo 


with musical ambitions. They get 
as far as Oklahoma, where she 
makes a comfort stop at a W 
Mart store, She emerges to find 
Willy Jack vanished, leaving her 
with nothing but her Polaroid 
camera 
The girl soon benefits from 
kindness of strangers, 


the 


notably Sister Husband 
(Stockard Channing), a free-liv- 
ing though devout woman; Lexie 
Coop (Ashley Judd), mother of 
children she names after sweets 
(Brownie, Praline, etc.); and For- 
ney Hull (James Frain), a librar- 
ian with an alcoholic sister 

Nov alee takes up residence in 


the Wal-Mart after-hours by hid- 
ing in the lavatory. When she 
goes into labor, Forney crashes 
through a window and delivers 
the baby daughter, who has a 
brief touch of fame as “the Wal- 
Mart baby.” 

While the Oklahoma plot 
grows in complexity, Willie 


Jack’s wanderings are inter- 
spersed. He gets thrown in the 
slammer, where he borrows a 
guitar and composes a mournful 
tune. Released, he finds a flinty 
Nashville agent (Joan Cusack) 
who spruces up his image and 
makes the song a hit. Willie Jack 
goes downhill from there. 

Matt Williams, who helped 
create and produce such TV hits 
as “Roseanne” and “Home 
Improvement,” makes his direct- 
ing debut with * Where the Heart 
Is.” He is adept at limning the 
rare characters and handling 
both the humor and the tragedy 

Where the problem is: the 
writers (Lowell Ganz and 
Babaloo Mandel) try to cover too 
much of the novel’s plot so that 
the latter part of the film seems 
fragmentary and hurried. And 
the Willy Jack sequences inter- 
rupt the flow 

Portman, very much unlike 
her Queen Amidala in the Star 
Wars” prequel, is remarkably 
persuasive as the unschooled 
Novalee. All of the actresses have 
telling moments, as do the men, 
including Keith David a 
tographer who teaches No 


e 20th Century Fox release 
was produced by Williams, 
Susan Cartsonis, David 


McFadzean and Patricia Whitch- 
er. Rated PG-13 for some adult 
attitudes. Running time: 119 
minutes. 


sn 
LL Cool J in 
talks to play 
Whoopi’s son 
Rapper-turned-actor LL 
COO is Mh final negotiations to 


play the role of Whoopi Gold- 
berg’s son in the comedy, “King- 


CityVerse features th 


literary goals to: City 


poets and writers. If you have some work 
‘or know someone who does, send entries 
(under 200 words) with your full name, 
pen name, favorite writer and book, and 


Street, Suite 1F, Newark, NJ 07102. 


Whoopi Goldberg File photo 


dom Come.” The Fox Searchlight 
film is scheduled to start in two 
weeks with Doug McHenry 
directing The movie is about a 
family that puts asides its differ 
ences to bury its patriarch 


CityVerse 


he works of aspiring 


Verse, 111 Mulberry 


With a dirty finger 
and tears in their eyes 
children call for mama 
to be by their sides, 


To their children’s lives 
they are swori 
horizons of life 

bel ta bright and clear... 


orse 
ds 


| she 
with 
~ throug] 


g 
r 


pi 
edn 


Mamas are the saviors. 


Mamas are the sunshine. 


je usi piles to rejoice. 


Mama/Love 


by Val Kelly 


‘The Jamie Foxx 
Show’ in final 
negotiations 


“The Jamie Foxx Show,” 
ring comedian-actor 
Foxx is in final negotiations for 
renewal for a fifth season. The 
show, which first aired in 1996, 
will probably be moved from its 
Friday night spot to make room 
brina, The Teenage 
Witch,” which was lured away 
from ABC, Entertainment Week- 
ly has reported. 


Natalie Cole File photo 


Ahmad Rashad 
to host second 
show 


NBC sports analyst Ahmad 
Rashad has announced that he 


will anchor the syndicated show 
“Real TV.” He will replace John 
Daly as the host of the show, ar 
all-video reality format that 


began five years ago. Rashad will 
q ue to host the NBC show 
“NE \'s Inside Stuff.” Rashad 
as the show’s execu- 


director. 


British cook 
show cancelled 


‘The Ainsley Harriott Show,” 
syndicated cooking/talk 
did not make the list of 
Shows being picked up for 
t year. The show, hosted by 
Ainsley Harriott, a British 
chef, first aired in January under 
Disney, but was not able to get 
the high ratings needed to help 
the show stay afloat. So far 
Queen Latifah’s show has been 
the only new talk show picked up 
for next year 


the 


show 


Natalie Cole’s 
life to be a TV 
flick 


NBC is in negotiations to 
make a movie based on singer 
Natalie Cole's life. 

Cole will: play herself from 
childhood until 1991 when she 


won the award for “Unforget- 


table” The movie will be aired 
the same time her new autobiog- 
raphy, “Angel on My Shoulder,” 


will be released in bookstores in 
November 


Elian story to 
become TV film 


CBS announced that it is 


planning a two-part television 
movic about the Elian Gonzalez 
story, possibly being slated for a 
November sweeps week release. 
( dent Leslie Moonves 
said the movie will follow Gonza- 


‘Where in the Universe is 
Carmen Sandiego’ comes 
to Newark Museum 


NEWARK — A billion miles 
from Earth the cunning and elu- 
sive Carmen Sandiego has just 
made off with the famed rings of 
Saturn! It’s the crime of the mil- 
lennium and NASA and the 
AMCE Detective Agency need 
help fast, so it’s up to planetari 
um audiences to track down this 
infamous — and now intergalitic 
master thief! 

The Newark Museum's Alice 
and Leonard Dreyfuss Planetari 
um unveils an exiciting mystery 
case in outer space as its newest 
feature, “Where in the Universe 
is Carmen Sandiego?” makes its 
official New York/metropolitian: 
area debut this month. 

“Where in the Universe is 
Carmen Sandiego?” combines 
astronomy, live theater, anima- 
tion, a quiz show and music by 
the hit group, Rockapella, result- 
ing in an exciting, intereactive 
experience ideal for adult and 
children ages seven to 13, The 
show remains on the Dreyfuss 
Planetarium schedule through 
October 2000. 

“Where in the Universe is 
Carmen Sandiego?” plays now 
through June 25 on Saturdays 


and Sundays at 1 and 3 p.m. 
From July 1 through August 20, 
the show will run Wednesdays 
through Fridays at 2:30 p.m., 
and Saturdays and Sundays at 1 
p-m. and 3 p.m. The fall schedule 
is to be announced; for updates, 
call (973) 596-6529. 

Admission to the Dreyfuss 
Planetarium is $3 for adults; $2 
for Museum members; and $1 for 
children, seniors and students 
with LD. An adult must accom- 
pany children, and seating is lim- 


Also an innovative presenta- 
tion for school groups, private 
screenings are available by 
appointment through June 2001. 
To reserve school programs for 
groups of up to 60 or for informa- 
tion gr 

E cuvalschootbadsaitustratirs 
may call (973) 596-6690. 

The extraordinary fun star 
show is based on the popular 
educational computer games and 
television series “Where in the 
World is Carmen Sandiego? 


“(PBS), “Where on Earth is Car- 
men Sandiego?” (Fox) and 
“Where is Time is Carmen 
Sandiego” (PBS). 


lez’s trip to Florida (in which his 


ace Line Cinema film with Nick 
to direct. 


mother an ed), the 
custody battle between his father 
and his Miami relatives, and the 
politics surrounding the event. 
So far no casting or script has 
been established for the movie. 


Denzel 
Washington 
signs to new 

role 


Denzel Washington recent- 
ly signed to star in “John Q, 


Denzel Washington File photo 


he flat ortn by Jim Kearns, 
follows the story of a family with- 
out health insurance. Washing- 
ton plays a angry father who has 
trouble getting medical help for 
his son and takes the hospital 
emergency room hostage. 
Washington also has a movie 
coming out this fall called 
“Remember The Titans,” and will 
make his directing debut in 
“Finding Fish,” a Fox Searchlight 
show based on the autobiograph- 
ical story of security guard 
turned actor Antwone Fisher. 


Lil’Zane to make 
acting debut 


Lil’ Zane, the 16-year-old 
rapper signed to Priority 
Records, is scheduled to make his 
acting debut in the film “Finding 
Forrester,” a Columbia Films 
flick about a black athlete who is 
at an all white prep school and 
develops a mentoring relation- 
ship with another writer 

Lil’ Zane will play the friend 
of the athlete, and Sean Con- 
nery will play the author who 
helps guide the athlete towards 
his career as a writer. Gus Van 
Sant (Good Will Hunting) will 
direct, and the film is reported to 
feature F. Murray Abraham 
and Busta Rhymes. 


wy Nut 


Cheerios 


Wednesday May 10, 7:30 pm Only 
Adult $ 
Kids (to 10 yrs.) 


Each Tues. through Fri. 


Kids (to 10 yrs.) 
Sat. & Sun. Noon 
Adult 

Kids (to 10 yrs.) 


Adult 
Kids 


v 
NEW ACTS • NEW MOVES 


May 10 - 14 
Rte. 280 & Martin L. King Dr. 
across from Colonnade Towers 


Newark, NJ 


15.50, $18.50, $22.50 
$13.00, $16.00, $20.00 


10:30 am All seats $9.00 
7:30 pm ticketmaster 
dult $15.50, $18.50, $22.50 


$13.00, $16.00, $20.00 


$15.50 
$13.00 
Sat. 4:30 & 8 pm and Sun. 3:30 & 6:30 pm 
$16.50, $20.00, $25.00 
$14.00, $17.50, $22.50 


201-507-8900 


GROUP DISCOUNT 
1-800-316-7439 
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Club Prestige: 


A small club making 
a big name for itself 


By Rob Williams 
NDEN — It’s the place 
where the you can hear the coo- 
ing of Maxwell at the beginning 
ong, “Ascension,” and 

wail of Carl Thomas’ “I 


It's where the heart of New 
Jersey soul is captured, and it 
has become Linden’s best kept 
cret. 

Its Club Prestige, and 
although this club is not tucked 
between the skyscrapers of New 
York City, it is a place that lives 
up to name. 

Here the prestige is captured 
in the clase of the decor, the 
patrons, owner and employees, 
but most importantly, the per- 
formers who grace the stage at 
the open mic on Wednesdays. 

“There are no slouches on the 
stage. You are getting a variety 

ppers, and my 
said Melissa 
Pearyer, owner of Club Prestige. 

These Wednesday night per- 
formances, aptly deemed “Hump 

ay Mixer,” brings together a 
crowd of thirty through fifty 
somethings, with occasional 
twenty-something drifters look- 
ing for a more mellow feel with 
authentic and talented perform- 


ers. 


DJ Tamir 


Many clubs and cafes have 
open mics, but Club Prestige 
owner Pearyer, of Plainfield, said 
that through the “six degrees of 
separation,” and God, she has 
been able to acquire an outstand- 
ing roster of talent to perform at 
the Wednesday Night Mixer. 

“It was the six degrees of sep- 
aration, and they [my friends] 
just put them [the performers} 
down. Ambrosia came, loved it, 
she loved the atmosphere, and 
she brought more people out. 
Showing people love and seeing 
the atmosphere around them is 
comfortable,” Pearyer said. 

Pearyer bought the club last 
year and started operating in 
August, and faced the problem of 
making her club standout among 
the clubs in the northern New 
Jersey region. Her friend, Lee, 
who was a singer and former 
Apollo winner, introduced her to 
Rico Tyler, an established musi- 
cian who shared her interest in 
creating a house band for the 
club. Soon Tyler brought togeth- 
er “The Flow,” a group of musi- 
cians who have established 
themselves in the music indus- 


TY. 
“These were members I’ve 
known before in different situa- 


Harvey Morris 


“They [the crowd] need some- 
place to go. There hasn't been a 
place around here where they 
have a good time. Here you feel 
you can do whatever you want, 
and it’s safe,” said Will Williams 
of Newark, and host of Wednes- 
day night mixer. 

Here is the place to get reac- 
quainted with old friends and 
associates, meet new friends, and 
get a taste of that next rising star 
out of New Jersey. 

And although most places 
“front” that they have the hottest 
acts, word of mouth has quickly 
spread about Club Prestige, 
because its open mic has attract- 
ed many top-notch artists in New 
Jersey. This roster of talent dis- 
pels the myth that the only place 
to see the next Maxwells and 
Whitney Houstons is at some 
New York hot spot. The open mic 
lso known for its variety of 
performers 

like the poets because they 
are bringing a message, adding 
an additional flavor. We are cre- 
ating while we are actually on 
stage,” said Harvey Morris, 
drummer for “The Flow,” the 
house band at Club Prestige. 


is 


tions through the tri-state area. I 
decided on working with these 
cats because of the flow, the vibe, 
the way we work together, and 
most of the stuff is without 
rehearsal,” said Tyler, music 
Bias and keyboardist for “The 


ei December, with the band 
in tow, Pearyer decided to start 
her open mic in March, and 
reached out to another friend, 
Rahn Haymon, a local promoter 
who has gained a reputation for 
having contacts to some of New 
Jersey's best undiscovered tal- 
ent. Haymon saw promise in the 
project and was excited to work 
with Pearyer on the project. 
arch the open mic night 
premiered, and soon the slow 
crowd of 20 to 30 grew to 70-80, 
leaving standing room only in the 
small, cozy spot tucked between 
Baltimore Ave. and the railroad 
tracks that intersect St. Georges 


ve 

“It’s a family atmosphere. 
Everybody's familiar with every- 

ly. We get familiar with the 
artists coming out. Everybody 
feels good because they have a 
good time. They feel good getting 
up on the the stage,”said Peary- 


Ambrosia 


Europe 


Tts a family 
atmosphere. 
Everybody’s 
familiar with 
everybody.” 


— Melissa Pearyer 


er.” 

In fact, the feel of these 
nights are so good, performers 
come for free and Pearyer offers 
free admission and a buffet to 
entice potential customers to 
come. 

Each Wednesday night is 
hosted by Williams, who as host 
warms the crowds with songs by 
artists like Maxwell and Carl 

omas, but who, like the band, 
“The Flow,” seems unlimited in 
what songs he can perform. 

While the spot light shines on 
him, descreetly lit is “The Flow,” 
the house band that many of the 
performers credit with knowing 
almost any song a person can 
request. 

“You can’t ask for a better 
back-up. I lay it down, they pick 
it up. They can play anything. 
‘They have a full sound and they 
play together,” said Europea 
spoken word poet who regularly 
performs. 

“We are ministers of music, 
so if there is only one person in 
the audience and we make that 
person feel good, then we have 
done our job,” Morris said. 

Some of the nights’ more fea- 
tured performers include Lee, 
Pearyer’s childhood friend, who 
sings a version of “Sweet Thang,” 
that would make Mary J. Blige 
run and hide. 

“They are so receiving here. 
You don’t get to come to too many 
places where you are received 
well. Everybody comes here to 
have a good time. In here, no one 
is-better than anyone else. We 
came to have a good time and 
that is what we do,” said Lee. 

Europe adds a diversity to 
the night with his poetry, which- 
touches on political and humour 
ous aspects of life. Ambrosia, a 


agement the audience offers to 
the more reluctant performers, 
as they edged singer Teri Tobin 
to show off her warm, polished 
sound. Another example is bass 
guitarist Jonathan Davis, who is 
an honorary member of the flow. 

“I love the live atmosphere, 
the vibe. They are doing things 


Teri Tobin 


with different poets and different 
artists,” said Jonathan L. Davis. 
“They show a lot of love. It’s 
like a family. You don’t see this 
often when our people get togeth- 
er,” said Tobin. Club Prestige is 
open Wednesday through Sun- 
day and is available for private 
bookings, call (908)756-7580. 


Will Williams 


Jersey City native, comes strong 
with a sultry and powerful voice 
that is as vibrant as the elegant- 
ly patterned dress and headwrap 
she wears. 

“I love it, I love it, I love it! 
The energy, the people, the whole 
vibe. It’s hot,” said Ambrosia. 

The family feel of the place 
can be seen through the encour- 


The Flow’s music director and keyboardist, Rico Taylor (left), does an 
impromptu jam with guitarist Samaat (right) during the open mic. 


Photos by Pablo Tinio 


Minority 


women busine: 


development of minority communities. 


Minority Business-to-Business Directory 


The Minority Business-to-Business Directory is a directory of minority- and 
woman-owned businesses and companies committed to doing business with 


contract for products and services, and exposes a growing force of 
minority businesses to the general consumer. The Directory features 
listings and advertising as well as provides a resource guide for 
minority and women entrepreneurs and potential entrepreneurs to 
help facilitate starting and maintaining a business. The Minority 
Business-to-Business Directory includes listings from public and 
private sector businesses and agencies, minority--and women- 


the African-American community. 


Black people respond to targeted marketing campaigns 


According to a report by Packaged Facts*, black people are highly receptive to financial services that 

are marketed to them. Example: Deluxe Corporation, by creating a check series commemorating 

Dr. Martin Luther King, exceeded their market projections by 15%. 
*Packaged Facts is a product of FIND/SVP Research Publications Group 


Minority Business Journal 


The Minority Business Journal is a monthly publication focusing on 
minority and women business enterprise in New Jersey and New York 
City. MBJ regularly features the accomplishments of minority and 
, information concerning maintaining 
and expanding business, opportunities available for 
minority entrepreneurs, a calendar of events, editorial and 
commentary - issues facing minority businesses. MBJ 
offers an excellent forum for classified and display 
advertising and special business and professional card 
directories. MBJ provides an important communication 
link in the information network vital to the growth and economic 


minorities. The Directory networks minority businesses, identifies minority and 
women businesses with whom public and private sector businesses and agencies can 


owned business and small businesses. A delineation of ownership is provided with 
each listing. The Minority Business-to-Business Directory is a tool for the growth 
and expansion of minority and women entrepreneurs and economic development in 


BUSINESS 
qT 
BUSINESS 


Call (973) 642-4400 for more Information 


Minority Business Journal & Minority Business to Business Directory opens up a whole new world of possibility 
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Bring/mail ads to: 
City News located at 
The Renaissance Towers 
111 Mulberry St., Suite 1F 
Newark, N.J. 07102 


CLASSIFIED/LEGALS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Fax legals to: 
973-642-5444 
24 hours a day 


HELP WANTED HELP WANTED INISTRATIVE CLERICAL 


EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF 
PLAINFIELD, 
PLAINFIELD, NJ 


‘The Housing Authority's Board of Commissioners is 
seeking qualified candidates for the position of 
Executive Director to direct and be responsible for 
all aspects of operations, including but not limited to 
finance, property management, modernization and 
resident services. The Authority manages 462 low- 
rent housing units and administers 688 Section 8 
Vouchers. A candidate for Executive Director must 
have knowledge of federal, public and other hous- 
ing programs, other affordable housing programs 
and community development. Proven program and 
Personnel management skills required; leadership 
ability and a drive to get things done; collaborative 
outlook with other agencies. Must have a four-year 
college degree in public administration, social sci- 
ence or other appropriate program and five years 


ASSISTANT 
PROJECT COORDINATOR/ 
COMPLIANCE 


Full time position in wastewater treatment facility. Will 
assist Project Coordinator to ensure compliance with 
all affirmative action laws. Must be familiar with state 
and federal procurement policies and programs 
affecting employment, affirmative action and compli- 
ance. Must have 3-5 years experience in administra- 
tion, planning or engineering, preferably related to 
construction. Must be proficient in the set-up and use 
of a window based computerized data and file sys- 
tem. Excellent salary and fringe benefit package. 
Send resume with salary history and requirements to: 
Joint Meeting, 500 South First Street, Elizabeth, NJ 
07202. No phone calis please. 


An Affirmative Action 
Equal Opportunity Employer/M/F/V/D 


Assistant 
Project Coordinator/ 
Administration 


Full time position available in wastewater treatment 
facility. Will assist Project Coordinator and coordinate 
tasks related to agency's capital construction pro- 
gram. Must have 3-5 years experience in administra- 
tion, planning or engineering, preferably related to 
construction. Must be proficient in the set-up and use 
of a windows based computerized data and file sys- 
tem. Duties include reviewing engineering drawings 
reviewing change orders and 's 


Clerk 


Full time clerk position available in wastewater treat- 
ment facility. Must be able to type, file, copy, and 
answer telephones. Must possess excellent verbal 
and communication skills. Must be computer literate 
with knowledge of word processing and spreadsheet 
programs. Excellent salary and fringe benefit pack- 


Joint Meeting, 500 South First 
Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202. No phone calis please. 


An Affirmative Action/ 
Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/V/D 


work. Excellent salary and fringe benefit package. 

Send resume with salary history and requirements to: 

Joint Meeting, 500 South First Street, Elizabeth, NJ 
No phone calls please, 


An Affirmative Action’ 
Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/V/D 


REAT OPPORTUNITY 


Looking for a few good men and women with debit 
experience to sell and service life ins - excellent 
salary! Compnay Convention! All Benefits! Great 
Opportunity! Phone 973-926-5615 and ask for Mr. 
Holmes. You'll be glad you did. 


$ 16 MILLION IN 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
TREATMENT AND HIV/AIDS 
SERVICES GRANTS 


The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration's (SAMHSA) Center for Substanc 
‘Abuse Treatment (CSAT) announces the availabilty 


funding was made available through the efforts of the 
Congressional Black Caucus. 


For an application kit, please call 1-800-729-6686 and 
refer to Guide for Applicants (GFA) No. TI00-005, or 


experience in public public finance, 
realty or similar professional employment. A mas- 
ters degree in an appropriate program may substi- 
tute for two year- of that experience, The Executive 
Director reports to a seven-member Board of 
Commissioners and serves as its 
Secretary/Treasurer. For consideration, send a let- 
ter of interest with current resume and salary 
requirements to Chairperson, Housing Authority of 


ortunity! Adv 


se in the City News 


download the application from the SAMHSA website 
h The application deadline is 

13, 2000. If you have any questions, please call 301 

443-2297. 


CSAT 


SAMHSA 


Plainfield, 510 East Front Street, Plainfield, New 
Jersey 07060. Applications will be accepted until 
May 15, 2000. 


LEGALS 


LEGAL NOTICE 
HOUSING AUTHORITY 
OF THE 
TOWN OF MORRISTOWN 


‘The Housing Authority of the Town of Morristown is 
seeking an individual or firm to provide Clerk of the 
Works services in connection with the following pro- 
jects: 

NJO23-4, Wetmore Towers (one 6-story high rise 
building) - caulking and masonry repair, as needed, 
of building exterior. Estimated cost $100,000. 
NJO23-1, Manahan Village (eight low rise buildings) 
- replacement of roofs, windows, siding, gutters, and 
‘storm doors. Estimated cost $1,000,000. 

NJO23-2, Manahan Village (four low rise buildings) 
-replacement of windows, siding, gutters, and storm 
doors, Estimated cost $200,000, 

Interested individuals or firms can obtain specifica- 
tions at the Administrative Offices of the Morristown 
Housing Authority, 31 Early Street, Morristown, NJ 
07860, during regular business hours, or request 
they be mailed by calling 1-973-538-6343. 

Two (2) copies of sealed proposal must be submit- 
ted no later than 3:00 p.m. on May 24, 2000. 


David Gardner 
Executive Director $72.80 
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Full-time 
Students 
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eveloping work experience 
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7 Newark, NJ 07102 
or fax to: (973) 642-5444. 
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Ponder 
This... 


i i 
By Greg Moore 


Thompson’s 
Hoyas hard at 
work 


Watching Allen Iverson 
mature into a NBA superstar 
and silence his legion of critics 
and nay in the process has 
indeed been a wonder to behold. 

Called everything from a ball 
hog to a thug, Iverson has 
absorbed his fair share of verbal 
and literary abuse.However, 
despite his voluminous bad 
press, you'd be hard pressed to 
fading many quotes question- 
ing Iverson's heart and desire. 

At 6-0, and weighing 165 
pounds after a family barbecue, 
Iverson takes a brutal beating 
night after night. Nobody works 
harder to impact a game like 
Iverson.“The Answer” is defi- 
nitely not lazy. 

In fact, you could probably 
count the number of players who 
come close to emulating Iver- 
son’s work ethic on one hand. 

As far as a Herculean work 
ethic is concerned, the first play- 
ers that come to mind are 
Patrick Ewing, Alonzo Mourn- 
ing, Dikembe Mutombo and 
Jerome Williams. Be honest, did 
you really expect Ewing or 
Mourning to develop into the 
polished offensive players they 
ultimately became? Did anyone 
really expect Mutombo to 
become an NBA all-star several- 
times over? Or earn the NBA’s 
defensive player of the year 
award three times? 

Did anybody expect Jerome 
Williams to become a valuable 
starter on an NBA playoff team? 
For that matter, did anyone 
expect Don Reid, David 
Wingate, Othella Harrington or 
Jahidi White to still be in the 
league? There is no question 
that all of the aforementioned 
players have overachieve 

And most conspicuously, all 
of these athletes attended (and 
with the exception of Iverson, 
have graduated from) George- 
town University where they 


were all coached by John 
Thompson. To be sure, Thomp- 
son, like Iverson has had his 


share of critics, His relationship 
with the media was at best dis- 
tant, at worst adversarial. 

His efforts to protect the pri- 
vacy of his players and basket- 
bali program were not only well 
documented, but in the eyes of 
some, was a by product of 
unhealthy paranoia, However, 
somewhere under the shroud of 
secrecy that was G-town basket- 
ball, John Thompson did right 

y his players. In addition to 
making sure his players gradu- 
ated, Thompson inculcated a 
ethic in his players which they 
continue to exhibit long after 
departing the leafy Georgetown 
campus. 

An ethic which his former 
players continue to embrace 
even AFTER signing mega con- 
tracts (e.g. Mourning, 100 mil- 


Golfing phenom Tiger Woods 


BETHPAGE, NY — Profes- 
sional local baseball telecasts 
will debut on Cablevision Sys- 
ae across the tri-state area 
on May 4 with a 21-week 
schedule of Atlantic League 
baseball games on Thursday 
nights. The games will run on 
channel 3 in Newark and South 
Orange, starting with the 
pregame show at 7 p.m. 

The cablecasts, which runs 
through September 21, will fea- 
ture seven Atlantic League 
teams including the: Long 

(NY) Ducks, Newark 
Bears, Somerset (NJ) 
Patriots, Atlantic City (NJ) 
Surf, Nashua (NH) pride, 
Bridgeport (CT) Bluefish and 
Lehigh Valley (PA) Black Dia- 
monds. Cablevision Sorts will 
produce these telecasts as well 
as six Atlantic League games 
that will run on Metro starting 
with Long Island against 
Newark on June 22 


Cablevision Schedule 

May 4 Long Island vs. 
Newark 

May 11 Newark vs. 
Island. 

May 18 Newark vs. Bridge- 
port. 

May 25 Bridgeport vs. 
Newark. 

June 1 Bridgeport vs. Som- 


Long 


By Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 

It is no big secret that 
Tiger Woods did for golf 
what Arthur Ashe did for 
tennis — helped popularize 
in the black community a 
sport considered for the 
white elite. That is no 
longer true in both the 
world of tennis, with the 
William sisters, by way of 
Compton, Cal-i-forn-I-a, in 
particular, with Serena win- 
ning the U.S. Open. And in 
the world of golf, Woods has 
proven that him winning 
the Masters was no fluke. 

ot since Ben Hogan, 
who won four consecutive 
U.S. tour events in 1953, 
has another player accom- 
plished this fete, except 
Woods. Right about now he 
is dominating the World 
PGA Tours. ‘Woods’ 1999 
earnings amounted to 
$6,936,825 — not bad for a 
3-year-old — quite remark- 
able. 

Since Tiger's rise to 
fame, it seems that golf has 
caught on in the black com- 
munity, although there 
have always been black 
golfers who have played on 
local greens, there are 


| younger kids hailing from 


great fund-raiser, And there 
are many going on that 
might just bring out the 
Tiger in you. 

Golf League ‘00 will 
tee off on Thursday, May 4, 
at Quail Brook Golf Course 
County residents will need 
to have County ID at any 


County course. 
of each week the Somerset 
County Chamber of Com- 
merce will have the run of 
the course exclusively. 
The County Park Commis- 
sion is limiting all leagues 
to 32 players. First come, 
first served. Registration fee 
is $50 payable to the cham- 
ber. For more information 
call (908) 782-1118 or (908) 
725-7223. 

. Johnson First 
Annual Golf Classic will 
be held at the Weequahic 
Park Golf Course on May 
15. Local leaders including 
Mayor Sharpe James and 
Donald Bradley will attend 
the outing. B.F. was the 
pastor of Metropolitan Bap- 
tist Church until his death 
in 1992. Anyone interested 
in this classic can contact 
the Urban Golf Classic 
Committee at 64 Wilbur 
Ave., Newark, or telephone 
(973) 923-8416. 

, Inaugural Golf Clas- 
sic to Benefit E.O. 
Library will be held May 
22 at the East Orange Golf 


Course in Short Hills, Spon- 
sored by the Board of 
Trustees of the library, the 


es 
classic will feature two hole- 
in-one prizes totaling over 
$1 million. A $10,000 cash 
prize and $1 million prize 
for the first player who sees 
the ‘respective holes are 
among the featured events 
in addition to other valuable 
merchandise and trophies. 
Mayor Robert L. Bowser 
will serve as Honoray 
Chairman of the charity 
fundraiser. 

The golf classic features 


se’ 


Lo 


Is 


Long Island. 


Bring out the Tiger in you 


Thursdays 


a team scramble format and 
shotgun start. Other tour- 
nament features include 
longest drive and closest to 


gross. The tournament fee is 
$110 per person and non- 
golfers can participate by 
attending the awards lun- 
cheon buffet at $40. Regis- 
tration deadline is May 15 
and late entry fees are $125. 
For more information and to 
register for the event or to 
become a sponsor telephone 
(973) 266-5607. 

28th Annual Golf Out- 
ing to be held June 5, at the 
Raritan Valley Country 
Club. Hole-in-One prizes, 
door prize and $1,000 in golf 
prizes. Registration for golf 


cart, use, 
lunch, beverages, cocktails 
and buffet and door prize 
entry, Players must wear 
soft spike shoes. For addi- 
tional information tele- 
phone (908) 725-1552. 

Two-Day Golf 
Outing Professional 
Women in Construction 
(PWC) will sponsor a outing 
on Sunday July16-17 to play 
Grossinger and Concord’s 
Monster or International 
Golf Course. Rate includes 
deluxe room (double occu- 
pancy) at The Raleigh Hote, 
South Fallsbury, NY, meals, 
cocktail party, two-day 
greens fee, golf cart, gratu- 
ities and tax. Golf package: 
$300. R&R package: $185 
Add $60 for single room. For 
reservations and informa- 
tion telephone (212) 687- 
0610. 


Thursday is Atlantic League baseball night on Cablevision 


Bridgeport. 
une 22 Long Island vs. 
Newark. 
June 29 Somerset vs. 
Newark. 


July 6 Lehigh Valley vs. 


Somerset. 


July 13 All Star at Somer- 


July 20 Bridgeport vs. 


Äugust 3 Long Island vs. 
Somerset. 

August 10 Newark vs. 
Bridgeport. 

ugust 17 Newark vs. 
Somerset. 

August 24 Somerset vs. 
Newar'! 


Kat 31 Atlantic City vs. 


Long Island. 


September 7 Somerset vs. 
ong Island. 
September 14 Atlantic 


City vs. Somerset. 


eptember 21 
land vs. Bridgeport. 


Long 


pegs rotts 


The Garden State High Schoo! 
and College and Men’s unlimited 
‘Sunday Double Header Wood Bat 
League now in its second season 
is registering full teams and individ- 
ual players for its summer league, 
which starts May 25. All entered 
teams will get free entry into two of 
our nationally advertised New Jer- 
sey Wood Bat Tournaments. The 
league also includes a League all- 
star showcase game scheduled to 
be played in the St. Louis Cardi- 
nals “Single A” professional stadi- 
um Skylands Park, Over 300 Pro- 
fessional scouts will be notified, 
provided access to the team 
schedules and invited to attend the 
showcase game. For more informa- 
tion please contact us by email at 
gsabi2000 @aol.com or call John at 
(732) 750-5506. 


Introductory Gymnastics Course 
The Monmouth County Park Sys- 
tem invites youngsters ages 6-10 
to “Introduction to Gymnastics” on 
Saturday, May 6-27 at the Shrews- 
bury Gymnastics School on Broad 
Str. in Shrewsbury. Parents will be 
notified in advance with the exact 
class time. Students will be intro- 
duced to basic gymnastic evénts 
and the trampoline. The fee for the 
course is $34, and registration is 
required. For more information or 
to register, call the Park System 
(732) 842_4000. 


Monmouth Park System Sponsor 
Trip to Yankees Vs. Orioles 
Game 

On Saturday, May 6, the Monmouth 
County Park System is sponsoring 
a bus trip to the Yankees vs. Ori- 
oles game at Yankee Stadium. The 
bus.will leave at 10:15 a.m. from 
Thompson Park, Newman Springs 
Road, Lincroft. The cost of the trip 
is $45 per person, which includes 
ticket and round-trip transportation. 
Pre registration is required. For 
additional information call the Park 
‘System (732) 842-4000 


| We’re in a Newark. 


ancien i 


£ City News i 

-111 Mulberry St. 
Suite IF 

Newark, NJ 07102 _ 


lion dollar deal, Ewing, 68 mil- 
lion dollar deal, Iverson, 71 mil- 
lion dollar deal, Mutombo, 50 
million dollar deal) Despite 


erset 

June 8 Atlantic City vs. 
Long Island 

June 15 Somerset vs. 


Newark Bears second baseman Sharnol Adriana. The Bears belong to 
The Atlantic League. 


Photo courtesy of Newark Bears 


earning more money than the 
GNP of some small countries, 
Thompson’s players still play 
with a degree of tenacity and 
desperation not normally associ- 
ated with individuals enjoying 
their level of financial security- 
the ultimate tribute to a coach 
like Thompson, Make no mis- 
take about it, 

If Thompson could bottle 
whatever he was doing during 
those closed door practices, he'd 
be richer than all of his former 
players combined. 
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Free Tennis Lesson 
Just call one of these locations near you to sign-up! 


EAST ORANGE 
Soveral Park, 973-375-6306 
Elmwood Park, 973-375-6306 


JERSEY CITY 
Country Village, 201-951-9058 


Pershing Field, 201-951-9058 
River View Park, 201-951-9058 


MONTCLAIR 
Glen Ridge Freeman Courts 


973-375-6306 


SOMERSET 
Colonial Park Tennis Ctr. 


OTHER LOCATIONS 


*Mountainside Tennis Center 
Mountainside, 908-233-4401 


*Wordlaw Hartridge School 
Edison, 973-375-6306 


*16th St. Park, 
Bayonne, 201-339-7033 


*Wayne Township P&R 
Wayne, 973-694-1800 x3283 


*Buccleuch Park 


pvc ‘technical school is your goal, consider the 732-249-9676 7 ij eas br, 
Army firs PISCATAWAY 
City News ane ee ea. oei Piscataway High School “Mahwah Youth Sports Boasters 
111 Mulberry St. Get expert training in a skill, High-tech...mechanical...com- 732-469-1032 E 
munications... „your choice of over 200 specia ilties, if: you qualify. 
Suite 1F oa that will e aT “Brookdale Park 
Newark, NJ 07102 give you an edge on life. 908-647-0400 Grove St., 973-746-0497 
3 Check itall outwith your Army Recruiter. 
(973) 642-4400 1-800 USA oe ae A TEE Pei cis ve, mont olorin se And 
Al YO! AN 4 it’s easy to learn. Call today to sign up for a free lesson 
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